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fr As the proceedings of congress will not for 
some weeks, occupy much space, we will continue 
the publication of the leading speeches delivered 
during the extra session, of which we have a num- 
ber on file. In our next we will insert the speech 
of the hon. Wiiliam Cost Johnson, of Maryland, 
in support ef his amendment to limit the time for 
issuing treasury notes. 





{g-The president’s message, which left this city 
at 12 o’clock on ‘Tuesday, was received in New 
York, by the government express, on the next 
morning at 10 minutes before 2 o’clock. 

THE MESSAGE OF THE PRESIDENT, transmit- 
ted to both houses of congress on Tuesday last, is 
inserted in the present sheet—(page 131). Before 
offering any comments upon the important subjects 
on which it treats, we submit it to the calm and dis- 
yassionate consideration of our readers, who will 
then be better able to appreciate their justice and 
force. We cannot, however, avoid saying now, 
that on the great question which agitates the 
country, Mr. Van Buren has taken the only ground 
he could have taken as the head of his party, and 
the precise ground we would have wished him to 
take, if a partisan opponent, and fairly made up an 
issue. Which of the two will be successful, time 
will decide. But there is some comfort in the 
reflection that the decision must be speedily made, 
and that it will be final; for no nation under Hea- 
ven can withstand, for any lengthened period, such 
a succession of disasters as the vascillating policy 
of the gevernment, in regard to its monetary con- 
cerns, has brought on this. Eastern despotism 
loses its horror in the minds of the oppressed by 
the force of custom; but they regard a new despot 
as the signal fer cutting off heads and confusion in 
the state. Thus it is with the pecuniary relations 
of a nation; when its policy is fixed, be it ever so 
oppressive in the beginning, experience will alle- 
viate its evils; but experience has no chance in 
ever-varying schemes, and capital is always dread- 
ing decapitation. Hence the corfusion and dis- | 
tress, the misery and ruin which pervade the land 
and embarrass the government—but we promised 
to abstain frem all comments. 





Yeas AND NAYS. Mr. Underwood, of Ky. has 
introduced a resolution, which has been ordered to 
lie on the table, directing the clerk of the house to 
compile separate journals of the yeas and nays so as 
to exhibit the questions decided and the vote of 
each member; and at the end of every session, 
cause one copy thereof to be printed for every thou- 
sand free male inhabitants—such copies to be sent 
to the executives of the respective states for distri-' 
bution. It is not for us to determine whether the 
benefits resulting from such a publication would 
equal the large sum which would be required to 
prepare, print and circulate it; but we have been long 
since convinced that the members of congress ought 
to adopt more efficient measures for spreading their 
proceedings before the people. For, however full 
they may be presented in the city newspapers, 
their length necessarily prevents the country news- 
papers, which comprise four-fifths of the newspa- 
per circulation of the union, from giving more than 
ameager account of results, and seldom the yeas 
and nays on important questions decided. No 
persons, who have not had that kind of experience 
Which we have had, can form an opinion of the great 
importance the people attacl to the latter, and the 
frequent appeals to them in a political canvass. 
During ardent political contests in Baltimore we 

ave been appealed to daily, and some times four 
or five times a day, to decide disputes ‘about the 
votes of different members by reference to the 
“RrGisTER”’—and not unfrequently we have had 
a many enquiries, in the same space, from persons 
in extreme points of the union. Such requests are 
always cheerfully and promptly complied with; for, 
80 comprehensive are the indices to this work, that 
Wwe can, generally, in less time than it takes to make 
the request give the information required. These 
facts strengthen Mr. Underwood’s arguments; but, 
438 we before remarked, it is not for us to say whether 
the benefits would be adequate to the expense, or to 
Intimate that it might be saved to the nation by a 
More extended circulation of the “ReeisrerR” in 


PENNSYLVANIA. The legislature of this state 
commenced its annual session at Harrisburg on the 
5th inst. On the following day the officers of the 
senate and house of representatives were chosen. 
Jesse R. Burden, (whig) of Philadelphia co., was 
elected president of the senate, having received 18 
votes to 11, given to Isaac Leet, of Washington Co. 
—two scattering and two members (Ad.) absent. 
The party vote in the full senate will be 19 whig 
and 14 Ad. 

In the house of representatives Lewis Dewart 
(Ad.) of Northumberland Co., was elected speaker 
Allegany Co., and two scattering. There were 
three members absent—one whig and two Admin- 
istration. The party vote of the house will be 44 
whigs to 56 administration, which will give the 
latter a majority on joint ballot of seven. 


Onto. The legislature of this state commen- 
ced its annual session on Monday last at Colum- 
bus. All the presiding officers are whigs, and 
were elected on the first ballot. G. J. Smith, 
of Warren county, (W.) was elected president of 
the senate over his competitor Elijah Vance (Ad.) 
by a majarity of 5 votes:—For Smith 20, for Vance 
15—one friend of the administration absent. In 
the house 71 votes were given for speaker, one 
whig being absent, the vote stood—For Charles 
Anthony, of Clark, (W.) 39, E. W. Hubbard, of 
Lorain, (Ad.)31, blank 1. The whigs also elected 
the clerks, &c. 

It appears the whigs have elected Charles D. 
Coffin to the house of representatives of the United 
States, for the 17th district in Ohio, in place of 
Mr. Loomis, whose resignation we noticed in the 
last “‘Reeister.” Mr, Coffin’s majority is said to 
be 95 votes: and it is also stated that at the last pre- 
sidential election this district gave Mr. Buren 
a majority of 500 votes. 


Arrairs IN CANADA. In another page we 
have published some ‘accounts froin the scene of 
hostilities, which our readers must receive for what 
they are worth, for we confess our inability to de- 
cide upon the true condition of things, and the re- 
sults of the contests. The New York Courier and 
Enquirer of Thursday says, we have received pa- 
pers of Saturday from Montreal, and have convers- 
ed with an intelligent gentleman who left that city 
on Saturday. From the former we learn that the 
insurgents had mustered in considerable numbers 


other demonstrations of an intended engagement 
with the queen’s troops. The postmaster at Vau- 
deiul is stated to have joined the insurgent camp, 
and the mail bag for By-town had been sent back 
to Montreal, as it was not deemed safe to carry it 
farther than St. Eustache. Some fifty families of 
royalists fled for safety to Montreal—where they 
arrived on Thursday and Friday. The number of 
insurgents in arms at Grand Brule is said to be 
greater than that originally at St. Charles. 


A letter from Sandy Hill to the editors of the 
same paper, says that some gentlemen who had just 
come in from Montreal, state that Wetherall’s vic- 
tory was much more complete than has been re- 
ported; the carnage was so great that it has not 
been published. The malcontents lost at least 500 
men by shot, fire and water. They fought very 
well until they were charged by the bayonet, and 
then the butchery was dreadful. Upwards of 100 
were in a barn full of hay and straw, which was set 
fire to, and they were burned alive and smothered. 
Many attempted to cross the river and were drown- 
ed. Brown’s carpet bag, with one clean shirt and 
one pair of stockings, his new regimentals, &c. were 
found; and in the bag many letters which impli- 
cate parties not hitherto suspected. 

Colonel Gore has marched with five or six hun- 
dred men against St. Dennis. The fate of that 
town was decided on Saturday last, but is not yet 
known. The orders are to destroy every thing— 
to raze the houses to the ground or burn them; and 
it is expected that, as in the affair of St. Charles no 
quarters will be given. 

Colonel Wetherall also leaves Montreal this day 
for Grand Brule—where the enemy are in force, but 
without provisions, They have been pillaging the 
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whole country without mercy. 


by 53 votes to 42, given for John Walker, (W.) of 


north of the city, building fortifications, and making | 


| One thousand pounds have been offered by the 


governor for the head of Papineau, and also for that 
of Brown. These are hard times, and a thousand 
| pounds are not to be despised. 
Every thing reported from Burlington may be 
considered false. 
One thousand of the Gengary volunteers are ex- 
pected to arrive daily at Montreal. 





From Frorrpa. At the last accounts general 
Jesup was at Volusia, in the neighborhood of which 
place there were 800 mounted men and nearly 1,000 
horses—1,300 hundred mounted Georgians were on 
their way and daily expected. About 2,000 men had 
passed through Volusia, under the command of 
general Eustis, for Fort Miller. 

A letter to the editor of the New York Ameri- 
can, dated at Tampa Bay, Nov. 6, says, of the fine 
corps of marines which entered Florida last season, 
only about one hundred and fifty rank and file, and 
four officers remain. 


ArFaAirs OF MEXxIco. ri i i received in 
Washington from the city of Mexico to the 2d of 
November, we learn that president Bustamente has 
recomposed his ministry, by the appointment of the 
following persons: Jose Marta Bocanegra minister 
of foreign relations. Munuel Maria Perez, minister 
of finance. Jose Antonio Romero, minister of the 
interior and justice. Ignucio Mora y Villamil, min- 
ister of war and marine. 

Symptoms of dismemberment are manifesting 
themselves in various parts of the republic. Ata 
meeting held at Arispe, the capital of the depart- 
ment of Gonora, an address to the natives was pre- 
pared and signed by many persons, proposing that 
Gonora might be allowed peaceably to secede from 
the republic, and to form its own government inde- 
pendently, upon certain conditions on its part, such 
as bearing a part of the national debt, furnishing 
contingents to the army for a certain number of 
years after the separation, ete. [ Globe. 











THE EXPLORING EXPEDITION. We learn with 
regret that the broad pennant of commodore Jones, 
of the exploring squadron, now lying in the harbor, 
was struck yesterday, and that the commodore has 
left for the south. The state of his health is such, 
that he will be probably unable to rejoin the expe- 
dition. This will lead to some further delay in this 
important enterprise—at a time when it was on the 
point of being fairly under way. Its enemies will 
avail themselves of the occasion to interpose ad- 
ditional obstacles—but it may be hoped that the 
great interests at stake, will not be permitted to 
sulfer. 

The appointment of commodore Jones’ succes- 
sor will be the turning point of the whole affair, and 
we trust that an officer of experience, decision and 
despatch will be immediately selected, and that the 
squadron will set sail forthwith. 

[New York Courier. 





From Evropr. Malaga papers received at New 
York by the ship Mexican to Nov. 3, and Madrid 
to Oct. 25, announce the capture of Constantine. 
The particulars are no further stated than the fact 
of an official despatch having been received that the 
French had taken possession of the place, the 47th 
of the line bearing a conspicuous part in the as- 
sault. 

Spain. The Carlist Guerillas are making fre- 
quent predatory incursions from the mountains of 
Guipuzcoa. The Navarese and Bacayans have re- 
treated entirely beyond the Ebro, followed by gen. 
Lorenzo. Upon the whole, Spain, excepting some 
portions of Basque provinces, appears to be free of 
the sanguinary hordes of the pretender. 

Portugal. Advices to Oct. 8th state that all the 
compromised Chartrists in prison had been liberated, 
The queen has created viscount Das Antas and 
baron de Bomfin, field marshals. On the 9th they 
made their public entry into Oporto, 





Pricer OF SPECIE, &c. 1n NEw York. In New 
York on the 8th inst. American gold was held at 
5 per cent. premium, half dollars at 44, treasury 
drafts at + per cent: 200 shares of the stock of 
the Bank of the U. States had been sold at $121. 
At Philadelphia $123 had been paid for 14 shares. 
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Misstssipr1. We have not seen an official-ac- 
count of the result of the elections in Mississippi, but 
we find the following in one of the papers of that 
state, which is important in connection with the 
recent election for members of congress. 

BY CHARLES LYNCH. 
Governor of the state of Mississippi. 
To the sheriff of Hinds county—greeting: 

Whereas, the president of the United States has 
convoked congress to meet on the first Monday of 
September next: And whereas a vacancy has oc- 
curred in the representation of the state of Missis- 
sippi in the house of representatives of the congress 
of the United States, by the expiration of the term 
of service for which Messrs. Claiborne and Gholson 
were elected. 

I do therefore issue this writ, authorizing and re- 
quiring you to hold an election in your county on 
the third Monday, and the day following, in July 
next, for two representatives to congress, to fill the 
vacancy until superseded by the members to be elected 
at the next regular election on the first Monday, and 
the day following, in November next. And I do, 
moreover, enjoin you to conduct the same in all re- 
spects conformably to law, and make due return 
thereof to the secretary of state. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my 

hand and caused to be affixed the great seal 
[L. s.] of state at the town of Jackson, this 13th cay 
of June, 1837. 
CHARLES LYNCH, governor. 
Barry W. Benson, sec’ry. of state. 


Department of state, Jackson, Aug. 9, 1837. 
BY BARRY W. BENSON, 
Secretary of state, of the state of Mississippi. 

Know ye, That, in pursuance of the act of the 
legislature to regulate elections in this state, approv- 
ed March 2d, 1833, I have surnamed up the whole 
number of votes returned into my office for repre- 
sentatives to the called session of congress, from this 
state. I have found the same to be as follows: 


For John F. H. Claiborne, 11,203 
5S. J. Gholson, 9,021 
S. 8. Prentiss, 7,148 
I. L. Acee, 9,631 


I do, therefore, declare that John F. H. Claiborne 
and 8. J. Gholson having received the greatest num- 
ber of votes are duly elected representatives to the 


called session of congress from the stale of Mississippi. | 


Witness my hand, and the great seal of the state, 
at Jakson, the 9th day of August, 1837. 
Barry W. Benson. 





BANK OF THE UNITED States. The monthly 
statement of this institution, for November, has 
been transmitted to Harrisburg: 

The specie in the vaults of the bank, after pay- 
ing out to the government of the United States 
$522,459 71 still amounted on the Ist December to 
$3,349,850 89. 

The notes in circulation at the same time, (ex- 
clusive of the long post notes issued during the 
late troubles, are as follows: 


Of the present bank U.S. $522,452 20 
Of the late bank, $6,225,640 80 





THE BANK CONVENTION. The following ac- 
count of the proceedings of the bank convention, 
which we find in the Albany Argus, is more in de- 
tail than any we have yet seen. 

The convention was in session from Monday un- 
til Saturday last, inclusive, six days. Before the 
adjournment, the banks of nineteen states were re- 
presented by 141 delegates. Irom this state 44 
delegates were in attendance. 

At the organization of the convention, and at the 
adoption of rules for its government, the delegates 
from New York resisted, unsuccessfully, an order 
that the meetings be held witb closed doors. 

The subject of the resumption of specie pay- 
ments, and the period when, was referred to acom- 
mittee consisting of one delegate from each state 
represented in the convention. The committee 
consisted of eighteen members. In it, New York 

roposed without success, severally, the first of 

arch, Apriland May. <A majority of the com- 
mittee (nine, one delegate from Indiana declining 
to vote) agreed to report in favor of the Ist of July 
as the periodof resumption. The minority (repre- 
senting eight states) submitted a counter report, 
urging an adjournment of the convention, without 
naming any definite day. The latter was pre- 
sented by Mr. Manuel Eyre, the delegate from the 
United States Bank of Pennsylvania. 

On Saturday, a motion to strike out the resolu- 
tion of the majority of the committee of eighteen, 
viz’ that the banks resume payments in specie on 
the Ist of July next, was carried, 11 to 7, (the voz 
being by states )as follows: 





Affirmative. Pennsylvania, Vermont, New Hamp- 
shire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, 
New Jersey, Maryland, South Carolina, Indiana, 
and Delaware. 

Negative. New York, Virginia, Ohio, Georgia, 
North Carolina, Kentucky, District of Columbia. 

Maine divided. ; 

The motion of Mr. 4. B. Johnson, of New York, 
that payment in specie be resumed on the Ist of 
March next, was rejected—New York, Ohio, and 
North Carolina only voting for it. 

On the motion made by Mr. Maret, of Boston, 
that it is inexpedient now to name any day for the 
general resuiuption of payments in specie, the vote 
stood 12 affirmative to7 negative. The latter were, 
New York, Ohio, District of Columbia, Kentucky, 
Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. They, of 
course, deemed it expedient to name such a day. 

Mr. Gallatin, of New York, moved to amend the 
resolution for an adjournment of the convention to 
the second Wednesday in April, by striking out that 
day, and inserting the first Wednesday in March. 
The motion was lost, 10 to 8; New York, Virginia, 
&e. in the affirmative. 

Mr. Trumbull, of Connecticut, moved that the 
resolution recommending the banks to prepare to 
return to specie payments at the earliest practicable 
day, be amended so as to read “and that day not to 
extend beyond sixty days after the meeting of the 
next convention.” Lost, 10 to 9; New Hampshire; 
Maine, Conneetient, New York, North Carolina, 
Georgia, Ohio, District of Columbia, and Virginia, 
voting in favor of the amendment. 


We learn from the Philadelphia U. S. Gazette, 
that the resolution to adjourn to the second Wednes- 
day in April, and then to assemble and consult upon 
a proper time to resume specie payments, was 
unanimously carried. 

We subjoin a copy of the resolutions adopted by 
the convention. 

Resolved, That the convention entertains a deep. 
anxiety and a firm determination to accomplish the 
resumption of specie payments at the earliest pe- 
riod when it may be permanently practicable. 

Resolved, That in the opinion of the convention 
the present circumstances of the country are not 
such as to make it expedient or prudent now to fix 
a day for the resumption of specie payments; and 
when the convention terminates its present session, 
itshall be adjourned to meet in the city of N. York on 
theSECOND WEDNESDAY OF APRIL NEXT, 
for their considering and practicably determining 
the day for resuming specie payments. 

Resolved, That this convention strongly recom- 
mend to ali the banks in the United States, to con- 
tinue by proper means to prepare themselves fora 
return to speeie payments within the shortest prac- 
ticable period after the meeting of the next coen- 
vention, 

Resolved, That the banks in those states which 
are not now represented, be earnestly requested to 
send delegates to the adjourned meeting of the con- 
vention, and that the several delegates from all the 
states be desired to procure all such information in 
regard to the condition of the banks of their respec- 
tive states as may be attainable. 

It is stated in the New York papers that the de- 
cision of the convention has had little or no eifeet 
upon the money market. 





VIEWS OF THE PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE. 

The following remarks upon the president’s mes- 
sage by the three party prints in this city may 
interest our readers, and enable them to form a pret- 
ty correct idea of the course which will be pursued 
by the respective parties in congress in relation to 
the sub-treasury scheme. 

From the National Intelligencer of Dec. 6. 

This annual expose from the chief magistrate of 
the nation—always looked for with interest, but, at 
the present crisis of public affairs, of peculiar im- 
portance to every portion of our country, and to 
every department of human industry—is now spread 
before our readers, as it was yesterday communi- 
cated to the two houses of congress. A cursory 
perusal is all that our limited time has allowed us 
ofa document of so great length. We propose at 
the present moment a brief notice only of a few of 
its principal features. 

The president opens his message with an appro- 
priate and beautiful reference to the debt of grat- 
tude due to the Giver or ALL Good, for the mani- 
fold favors bestowed upon our country; and closes 
with a passage no less creditable to the president’s 
sagacity and sense of justice than to the humanity 
and liberality of his feelings. The beginning and 
the end of the message are excellent. We wish 
we could say the same of all the intervening parts. 
But, of those, though some of them are well, and 
some of them better than well, there are others 
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| which we read with sincere regret, ang , 
which the president would have done no es. re 
to his fame had he suppressed altogether, o- ¢° 
latter class, certainly, is the reference to the the 
elections in New York, which is entirely jn the 
style of the late dynasty, and out of place jn a State 
paper from the penof Mr. Vaw Buren, me 
it is impossible, in running the eye over this mec 
| sage, to exclude the thought of how literal an exe. 
‘cution it is, throughout, of that pledge on the at 
of the president, to which the country is ecady 
indebted for its late disasters and its present inher 
 Fapemnantas that pledge to ‘follow in the footsteps» 
of his predecessor, to whom, indeed, the president 
‘refers in express terms, almost in the same breath 
in which he returns thanks to the Creator of jj 
things. Our foreign relations, he begins the seconq 
paragraph of his message by saying, are not chane. 
ed since the last message of his predecessor: besides 
several other such allusions, the most imposing of 
our claims upon foreigu powers, the president says 
were “disposed of” by hés predecessor; adding tigi 
no ordinary credit is thereby reflected on Ais success. 
ful administration, by the consideration “that this 
great object was accomplished without compromis- 
ing on any occasion either the honor or the peace 
of the country.” In all possible cases, the glory jg 
to 111M, almost as though he, instead of the Almighty. 
had been “the giver of all good.”” When we be. 
-hold these marks of a reverential awe in the pre 
‘sence of a human idol, we are reminded of the 
| superstitious Persian whom the traveller Francklin 
tells of, who, when his companion ina fit of devo. 
‘tion exclaimed, “Oh, God! oh, Ali!” interrupted 
| him by crying out, “No, no! Ali first, God seeond!” 
The president does not, it is true, go the whole 
length of this adulation, but he haydly stops shor: 
of it. Much of this, we admit, may be pardoned, 
|in consideration of the president’s real causes of 
gratitude to his predecessor. But we cannot eon- 
isent, without entering our solemn protest against 
it, that from so high a station it shall be announce: 
to the world that no ordinary eredit Is due to the 
| administration of general Jacxson—the rest of the 
| government being cast into the shadow of utter 
darkness and insignificance by the refulgence of th: 
-halo which is made to beam around Ais head—that 
he did not compromise on any occasion, in our in- 
tercourse with foreign powers, the honor or the 
| peace of the nation. We say nothing of the hono) 
‘of the nation:—we should be sorry to be able to 
| satisfy our readers that the honor of the nation had 
| been compromised during any part of the late ad- 
| ministration: but, when the late president is lauded 
for not having compromitted the peace of the nation, 
\it is in the face of the notorious fact that if he had 
not been restrained, if he had net almost literally 
had his hands tied by the co-ordinate branches o! 
the government, the United States would have 
been at this moment not only engaged ina FOREIGN 
WAR, but in two of them; the one of whieh woul 
have been, in our opinion, eruel and unnecessary, 

and the other wilful, wanton, and reckless. 

It is not withont emotions which we will not 
'suppress, that we find that the project of this las! 
war is revived in the message before us; and that, 
not content with the fame which cur arms lave 
won in the war raging within or borders, the ad- 
ministration proposes a resort to the powers of con 
gress to effect, by an appeal to arms, the settlement! 
of a few claims of our citizens, some of them o! 
very doubtful right, and the whole of no great sig- 
nificance, against the government and people oi 
|Merxtico! 

If the recommendation contained in this part ot 
the message be not a mere feteh—a tub to the 
whale—to divert an exasperated people from the 
real grievances under which they are suflering from 
mal-administration at home; if, in short, it means 
what the language of the message expresses, then 
have the people of the United States, with a bank- 
rupt treasury and a depreciating currency, a fearlu! 
prospect before them. A bare majerity in congress 
can make war, thouch one vote short of two-thirds 
of both houses could not make peace without the 
approbation of the executive; and, if we shall be 
saved from the shame of a foolish war, and the ere 
of a needless one, we shall avain be indebted ‘o 
congress for protecting us from this Mexiean war: 
which, for our misfortone, it appears, the late pre- 
sident of the United States has left asa Jegacy t? 
his successor. “_ 

We have not seen the papers upon whieh this 
renewed recommendation of ulterior men 
against Mexico is professedly founded. We shall 
read them, however, as soon as they are printer ’ 
and shall not fail to make our readers fully acquaint- 
ed with their character and consequence. 

We have not time to-day to extend our remarks 
to other topics of the message, which, however, are 
not unworthy of further notice. 
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On the whole, the message appears to us to pre- | 
sent the varying hues which it might be supposed 
to have received from the few confidential friends 
of the execetive who were earliest in thetr arri- 
yal at the seat of government, and spreads nets for 

opularity in almost every direction. It etfers a 
Poon ‘to every section of the union where it pro- 
mises te be available. ‘To the south, Texas; to the 
west, the public iands; to tke north—the recusant 
north—nething. With the seekers after the public 
domain the message will find especial favor. Twen- 
ty-five cents an acre, and then nothing!—Free gra- 
tis|—Help yourselves! It will be the jubilee of the 
squatters. But will the people at large—the great 
public of this great country—be deceived by tke 
sugared plausibilities of this message? 

We shall see. 


From the Globe of December 6. 

The annual message of the president which will 
he found in our columns, was transmitted to both 
houses of congress this morning. In the manly 
and unequivocal expression of the views of the 
executive, in foree ef reasoning and clearness of 
style, it resembles the message at the late extra 
session, which was so warmly responded to by the 
democracy of the union. In again recommending 
the withdrawal of the public money from the uses 
of private trade, and the separation of the treasury 
froin what he justly calls the overgrown influence 
of corperaticns, the president throws himself on 
his constituents—en the democracy of the union— 
on those who holdin reverence the principles of 
Jefferson—en the intelligent yeemanry, and on the 
great masses of our citizens who have earned pro- 

erty and independence by honest industry and la- 

or, and not by wild, extravagant and unsubstantial | 
speculation. Ma 

Upon this issue the people are now to decide. 
“The national will is indeed the supreme law” on 
every public question, but ou none more than this 
—not the national will gathered from the uproar 
of partisans at midnight festivals—not the national 
will deduced from the elections for members of 
state legislatures, on whom the continuance or 
forfeiture of one hundred and fifty millions of 
bank capital depends—not the national will manu- | 
factured in the federal newspapers of the large | 
commercial cities—but the deliberate verdict of a | 
majority ef the people, on the question whether | 
or not the financial operations of the public treasury | 
are to be mixed up with the concerns of local banks. 
Upon this great point, now again so ably maintained 
by the president, it is already evident that the de- | 
mocracy are resolved to sustain kim. There may 
be shades ef diiference as to the mode—there may 
be a variety of suggestions as to minor points—but, 
although the federalists are now madly exulting in 
their fancied triumph, it will be found that upon this 
great principle the republican party is united from | 
one extremity of the union to the other, The) 
false and idle accusations that those who would 
keep distinct the business of the treasury and the | 
banks are desirous to injure those institutions— | 
that an exclusive metallic currency is aimed at— 
and that the rights of property will be invaded—are 
already taking their place among the exploded 
fabrications of federalism; and if any thing more 
were wanting to expose them, it is found in the 
candid and explicit language of the present mes- 
sage. 

The exposition made by the president of the 
continued violation of its obligations by the bank 
of the United States, gives a new proof of the faith- 
less conduct of that institution. It will leave 
nothing undere which can show its utter disregard 
ofduty and law. Instead of winding up its con- 
cerns, calling in its notes, and cancelling those 
which were issued under the charter which has ex- 
pired, it goes on reissuing them. With a circula- 
tion of about half a million of its own notes, ten 
millions of those made under its old charter are 
reissued or kept out. Neither the executive nor 
congress will fulfil their duty, if such a baretaced 
proceeding is suffered to continue unchecked. 

One of the prominent topics of the president’s 
Message is, as will be seen, the propriety of some 
modification in the existing provisions which re- 
late to the public lands. While the present wise 
policy of selling the lands for cash, applying the 
Proceeds for the general benefit, and lessening 
thereby the burden of taxation, is sustained in op- 
Position to schemes of partial appropriation, two 
measures of improvement are suggested. One of 
these is to extend to the present settlers a pre- 
€¢mption right of retaining, at the lowest price, the 
lands which they have reclaimed from the wilder- 
hess and improved. The plan is, to graduate the 
lands which have remained some time unsold, ac- 
cording to their real value, so that the population 














of the new states may be rendered more compact, 


and every industrious poor man in the U. States 


_may have it in his power to procure for himself and | 


his childret a home of their own; thus carrying out 
that benevelent policy which would people the pub- 
lic domain with owners of the soil, not place large 
tracts of it in the hands of speculators, by whom 
they would be huckstered to the actual settler. 


The sketch which the president has given of the 
state of our foreign relations, presents the usual pic- 
ture of peaceable and profitable intercourse, ex- 
cept in the case of Mexico. The aggressions of) 
that country on American commerce, the delay and 
refusal of redress, and the insulting conduct of the 
special minister, Mr. Gorostiza, were known be- 
fore, and led to the recommendation of general 
Jackson that an authority to make reprisals should 
be given to the executive. All which that branch 
of the government could do, had been already 
dene. Congress, in a spirit of forbearance and 
magnanimity, determined that another application 
to the justice of Mexico should be made. This, it 
appears, has been done, but with no better success 
than heretofore; and we doubt not that the national 
legislature will take those steps which are due to 
the honor of the country and the violated rights of 
the citizen. 


There are ether parts of this able state paper 
which will claim the particular notice of our read- 
ers, but upon which at present we have not space 
to dwell. It evinces throughout that devotion to 
the settied-principles of the democratic policy which 
has elevated Mr. Van Buren to the high place he 
holds, and which secures for him the confidence of 
his constituents. As his first annual message, it 
may be regarded as an exposition of his general | 
sentiments on political topics; and every line of it 
breathes that spirit, every position sustains those 
general doctrines, of which the correctness has been 
established by the support given to them during the 
adininistrations of Jefferson and Jackson. 


From the Madisonian of Dec. 7. 
The annual message of the president of the 





The message would yield the utmost deference 
to the “opinions and wishes of the people;”? but of 
ali the elections that have taken place, one ouly is 
to be regarded as indicative of those “opinions and 
wishes,” as only one has been “held for the federal 
government.” The election referred to, is, doubt- 
less, that of Arkansas, which returned Mr. Yell to 
congress. ‘‘Local elections for state officers have, 
however, been held in several of the states, at which 
the expediency of the plan proposed by the execu- 
tive has been more or less discussed.”? “But,” 








‘says the message, ‘“‘questions of far deeper and 
/more immediate docal interest, than the fiscal plans 


of the national treasury were involved in those 
elections.”” And what was the question?—the 
banking question—ay, the banking question. It 
was this interest, the message charges by implica- 
tion, that ‘exercised a far greater influence over 
the result, than any which could possibly have been 
produced by a conflict of opinion in respect toa 
question in the administration of the general go- 
vernment, more remote and far less important in its 
bearings upon that interest.” 

We have certainly seen no authority for so se- 
vere a reflection upon the free franchise and inde- 
pendent action of the people of the state of New 
York, except in the columns of the Globe and N. 
Y. Evening Post, and one or two other loco-foco 
papers. The republican papers of that state have 
generally repelled the same imputation when it 
proceeded from the loco-focos. We scarcely be- 
lieve the people of New York are prepared to bear 
an imputation of that sort, although it should come 
from the father of the safety fund system himself, 
who, on that account, may be supposed to under- 
stand its operations. 

Unless we have been greatly deceived by false 
reports, the very reverse is true in regard to the 
state of New York. The republican newspapers 
from that state, with some one or two exceptions, 
have repeatedly informed us that the banking inter- 
est stood aloof in those elections; that it was not 
arrayed against the friends of the administration at 
the polls, but that the election went by default 





United States was delivered to both houses of con- 


against the administration, in consequence of the 


gress on Tuesday. This document, always looked | apathy and indifference which had been forced 


for with interest, will be songht after with more /upon its friends, by the dangerous conduct of the 


than usual avidity, considering its importance at 
this peculiar and difficult crisis of public atfairs. 

It opens beautifully, and closes with a recom- 
mendation highly creditable to the president’s liber- 
ality and sense of justice. 

From a slight examination of the subject, and no 


knowledge oi the accompanying documents, we 


are scarcely competent to express an opinion in re- 


loco-focos, (supporters of the sub-treasury scheme), 
and the alarming apprehensions entertained in rela- 
tion to the effect of measures proposed by the ex- 
ecutive, at the special session. We believe the 
truth to be, and we think we shall be sustained by 
|the people of that state in making the assertion, 
that, those who staid away from the polls, did so, that 
the administration might be rebuked for the course it 





° e . . sa | : . 
gard to the foreign relations, which are set forth, it) Aad taken, and instructed to retrace its sleps. We 
seems to us, in a very clear light, with a disposition | are willing to stake all the reputation we may ever 


inclined to that peace which is most ‘consonant | 
with our institutions,’’ and in a view highly flatter- | 
ing to our government. It seems, we are on the 


possess for political sagacity, upon the prediction, 
that time will prove the statement we have made 


to be strictly true. We regret that the president 


most amicable and favorable relations with all fo- should have hazarded an imputation upon the peo- 
reign powers, excepting Portugal and Mexico. Of! ple of the state of New York, which has never been 


the president’s views on the various questions con- 
nected with the difficulties with those nations, we 
are prepared, as yet, to express no opinion. 


In regard to the all-absorbing subject of finances, 
we are informed that it will be necessary to issue 
only about four and a half millions of treasury notes, 
and that the current expenses of the coming year 
will be met by the government without difficulty. 
The attention of congress is again ‘invited to the 
necessity of additional legislative provisions in re- 
spect to the collection, safe-keeping, and transfer of 
the public money.” Not understanding the pro- 
ceedings of the last session as final on the subject, 
and being yet unconvinced of the error of his opi- 
nion, the president again recommends the sub-trea- 
sury scheme, 

We regret to observe a statement repeated in the 
message which was first promulgated by the Globe 
—that congress negatived the state bank deposite 
system, and only ‘‘postponed” the consideration of 
the sub-treasury plan. This has frequently been 
contradicted, not only by various presses, but by 
many members of the house. The members of con- 
gress did not so understand the action of that body, 
and we doubt if such a statement can be reconciled 
with the fact. We were present in the house at 
the time the vote was taken upon Mr. Garland’s 
amendment; and such was the manner in which it 
was taken that we never, from the moment, have 
considered that vote a fair indication of the opinion 
of the house. The sub-treasury scheme certainly 
shared a similar fate to both the national bank, and 
state bank questions—it received the “‘negative”’ of 
congress. The members certainly regarded their 
own action upon the subject, as virtually a re-en- 
actment of the existing law—and as such it was, 
in truth, to be considered—and not as a rejection of 
the state banks, and a “postponement” merely of 
the sub-treasury scheme. 


|justified by any journal in that state, except the 
| Evening Post and one or two insignificant Joco-foco 
_ papers, not te be relied on, except in their own un- 
‘hallowed cause. 

_ The message continues to urge the scheme for 
| divorcing the government from the banks, and cor- 
| porations of all kinds. There seems to be a disere- 
_pancy ef opinion among the friends of that measure, 
'in the respect alluded to. It has been abundantly 
|proven by the opponents of the scheme, that it is 
virtually an entire nullification of the banking sys- 
'tem; and in this view, we gave in our last paper 
the testimony of the “new ally” of that party, 
whose name is associated with other kinds of nulli- 
fication than this. We may presume, therefore, 
that the executive wished it not to be regarded as a 
measure of hostility to the state institutions; but it 
has been and will be so regarded by friend and foe, 
and is, in fact, a measure at once fatal to the exis- 
tence of the banks. 

The president alludes to the special deposite 
scheme, but not with indications of much favor. 
We shall have occasion to allude to this plan here- 
after. 

There are many other topics of much interest in 
the message, and none more so than that of the 
public lands. We have not time to-day to express 
our opinion upon the various questions which still 
arise upon the other matters of which the message 
treats. « 





AFFAIRS IN CANADA. 
From the Albany Argus of Saturday last. 

The attack on St. Charles—the burning of the town 
by the royalists, and their retreat—confirmation of 
the defeat of the royal forces at St. Dennis. 

The northern mail of last evening, brings confir. 
mation strong, from a royalist source, of former ac- 
counts of the repulse of the regular forces under 
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col. Gore by the Canadians, at St. Dennis, on Thurs- 
day a week, with the loss of six kiiled and ten 
wounded—-among whom was capt. Markham—and 
of their retreat to Sorel, on that and the following 
day, together with other particulars touching the 
movement of the government troops and the state 
of the provinces, of much interest. 

We have also accounts from St. Albans and Bur- 
lington, Vt. of the result of the contemplated attack 
of the royalists upon St. Charles, where, it would 
seem, nearly all the disposable forces of the govern- 
ment had been concentrated; of their repulse a se- 
cond time, by the insurgents at that post—and of 
their retreat to the woods; though not without hav- 
ing achieved the burning of the town of St. Charles. 
We give the accounts as they come to us; and first 
those which related that of this last affair: 

ATTACK ON ST. CHARLES. 
Franklin Journal—Extra. 
St. Abans, Vt., Tuesday Evening, Nov. 28, 1837. 

Passengers in the stage who left Montreal last 
evening, and arrived at High ate this evening re- 
port that the patriots are gaining at St. Charles. 

Frequent skirmishes have taken place, the result 
generally favorable to the patriots. 

Yesterday and to-day firing was heard in the di- 
rection of St. Charles. 

They contradict the rumor so current for the last 
24 hours, that the royalists had taken St. Charles, 
routed the patriots, killed 300 and taken gen. Brown 
prisoner. 

The greatest excitement prevails in the commu- 
nity. Amidst the multitude of rumors it is almost 
impossible to ascertain the exact truth. A day or 
two will probably furnish something decisive. 

Later still, 10 o’clock, P. M. We learn from a 
source we credit, that on Saturday at 11 P. M. the 
British attacked the patriots—there was hard fight- 
ing until5 A.M. For a while the patriots were 
put to confusion. 

A reinforcement of 1,800 patriots came up, attack- 
ed the British in the rear and routed them. The 
royalists had retreated to a wood, and constant ac- 
cessions of the Canadians troops were pouring in 
when the messenger left. 

The royalists had burned the village of Saint 
Charles. 

We look hourly for further intelligence. 
sult is doubtful. 

Great fears are entertained at Montreal of an in- 
vasion from ‘Terrebonne where a large patriot force 
was collected. 

Almost all the regulars were at St. Charles.— 
The volunteers were barricading the streets of the 
city. 


The re- 


Free Press office, Burlington, Nov. 28. 
DIRECT FROM ST. CHARLES. 

A very intelligent gentleman who left Swanton 
this morning, bring us news direct from St. Charles 
to 10 o’clock, A. M., and from St. Mary’s, 14 miles 
from St. Charles, to 5 o’clock, P. M., on Saturday. 
Up to the hour he left St. Charles no attack had 
been made on that post, nor was any cannonading 
heard at St. Mary’s at 5 o’clock. The patriot force 
on Saturday was known to be 4,000 at St. Charles, 
and 1,500 at St. Dennis, with hourly acquisitions of 
men and munitions. The government force, sup- 
posed to be 700 strong, then lay between St. Charles 
and St. Dennis. ‘This is undoubtedly the first de- 
tachment that left Montreal. In regard to the se- 
cond detachment, our informant says a report was 


current that they landed at Longuevil with the in- | 
tention of reaching St. Charles by land; but that: 





believe, has stated to us truly what he believes to 
be the facts:—{from all whieh it would appear that 
the loyalists have placed themselves in a false posi- 
tion, and if they everreturn to Montreal again, they 
will, to say the least, be very fortunate. 

We understand that most or all the roads on the 
line are guarded by loyal militia, and that every 
person who passes 1s closely scrutinized. Several 
persons have been refused permission to cross the 
line with their property; and some have come with- 
out it. 

Missiskoui bay, Slab city and St. Johns were in 
hourly expectation of an attack from the patriots. 

A meeting was held at Churchville, Toro:to dis- 
trict, Upper Canada, which virtually declared in- 
dependence, and reported a constitution for what 
they call ‘the state of Upper Canada.” Report 
says that Bidewell is in motion again. 

The Montreal Herald of Saturday contains a call 
for a meeting of the citizens of American origin, at 
the Exchange Cotiee House, on the 26th, for the 
purpose of correeting what they deem to be an er- 
roneons impression, that the patriot cause is likely 
to meet with countenance and support from the in- 
habitants of the United States; and also to pledge 
their own individual influence in support of her 
majesty’s government. The call is signed by John 
E. Mills and sixty others. 

A eorrespondent of the Herald lashes lord Gos- 
ford with unmerciful severity for his remissness, 
and intimates that ‘‘another God thay that of war 
has occupied his thoughts.” He however calls 
upon his excellency now to bestir himself, and ‘if 
he wishes to crush rebellion in the bud, let him 
send for ten thousand militia from Upper Canada. 
Without them Montreal cannot be defended.’ So 
says this correspondent without comment from the 
editor. 


Sentinel office, Burlington, Nov. 29th, 1837. 
Our Canadian correspondent in a letter dated at 
Montreal, Nov. 27, says: 


‘“The Canadians are rallying. There is very lit- | 


tle faith to be put in the government papers—lying 
is now their peculiar prerogative—since the opposi- 
tion papers are stopped, The Canadians are said 
to be rising in various parts. 


streets, and business ata stand. 


any thing save ‘the news from the seat of war.’ ”’ 


STILL LATER FROM THE SCENE OF WAR IN Ca- 
NADA, 

As far as we can hear from all quarters and on 
both sides of the question, there has not as yet any 
decided advantage been gained by the royalists, 
but on the contrary a letter has been received at 
Swanton, dated Monday morning 27th inst. from 
gen. Brown, in which he says that they were at- 
tacked by the troops on Saturday, and were mo- 
mentarily repulsed, but the patriots rallied and 
concentrated upon the point attacked, and com- 
pelled the royal troops to retreat; the patriots fol- 
lowed their advantage, and the result was that the 
troops were driven in great confusion to the woods 
with the loss of many killed and wounded. It ap- 
pears irom all we can learn that the news in the 
Montreal Morning Courier, is much exaggerated, 
if not wholly untrue as it reg 
Saturday, indeed such is their insulated condition 
that it is not to be wondered at. 


Swanton, the plan for future operations of the 
patriots was, for the troops under the command 


they were assailed by the inhabitants from the bush| of Dr. Cote, to march immediately for Mon- 


and road side, and finally driven back to Longuevil.; treal in case the patriots were victorious at St | 
This, however, he gives as report only. But, cer-: 


tain itis that this detachinent had not been heard 
ofin the vicinity of St. Charles. T.S. Brown com- 
mands the patriot forces in person, and is said to 
be in high spirits. 

Our inforinant also gives us the official patriot re- 
port of the St. Dennis engagement, which varies 
from our former report only in this; that the loyalists 
lost about fifty in killed and wounded, and the Cana- 
dians but seven. The loyalists left behind them, 
thirteen wounded, two pieces of cannon, 100 cannon 
balls, aud a considerable quantity of other munitions. 
It seems the attack was unexpectedly made upon 
the troops from-the windows and doors of the houses, 
with most deadly effect; and hardly had they brought 
their guns to bear upon the enemy in front, before 
they were attacked in the rear, and finally compel- 
led to retreat in great confusion. Several of the 
soldiers slain it is said were thrown into the river, 
and were afterwards found by the patriots with their 
accoutrements upon them. This is the patriot ver- 
sion at St. Charles. 

Our informant is a very intelligent gentleman, 





hen of the loyalists. 


Charles, and the probability is that Mortreal if 
not already, will within 48 hours fall into the hands 
of the patriots. 

The mail from Stanstead to Sherbroke was in- 
tercepted, and taken on Monday by the patriot 
picket guard. 


From the Albany Advertiser Extra. 

The following from the Burlington Free Press, 
may be taken as decisive of the engagement at St. 
Charles. 

Burlington, Friday, Dec. 1. 
LATEST FROM CANADA. 

St. Charles taken—the patriots dispersed! Such 
is the intelligence by the boat from St. Johns last 
night. Col. Wetherall passed through St. Johns 
yesterday with his troops on their return to Mon- 
treal. According to present information the at- 


tack commenced at 12 o’clock on Saturday, and the 


fort was entered at the point of the bayonet at half 
past four, with the loss of only four men on the 
’ The patriot loss about 200 
illed and 30 taken prisoners. Brown and his men 


who has good means of information, and who, we’ had fled in the direction of St. Dennis. 








gards the affair of | 





| tion. 
In the letter from general Brown te Dr. Cote at | 





SS 
THE AFFAIR AT St. Dennis. + 
From the Montreal Gazette o Saturday 

We mentioned in our last, that in ob tl 
of authentic information having reached hl a 
the rebels having coneentrated as St. Charles, - 
the Richelieu river, three companies of the ath 
and 32d regiments, one field piece, and a smal] d ‘ 
tachment of the Montreal cavalry, under the wl 
mand of eol. Gore, had been embarked on Wey. 
nesday, on board the steamboat St. George fo, 
Sorel, as the most expeditious route to St. Charles: 
and that lieut-col. Wetherall, stationed at Cham, 
bly, had been furnished with instruetions to march 
with the royals, upon the same point, so as to form 
a junction with the force under col. Gore. We re. 
gret to state, that the expedition has hitherto fail. 
ed to accomplish the object in view, of dislodging 
the rebels from their stronghotds, and of dispers. 
ing them, as it had been anticipated by every loyal 
subject in this part of the country. The troops 
under col. Gore were landed at Sorel on Wednes.- 
day night, and about 10 o‘clock, notwithstandine« 
the darkness of the night, and the extreme incle. 
meney of the weather—the wind being squall 
and tempestuous, with frequent showers of slect 
and rain, they with the addition of the two com. 
panies of the 66th, under eapt. Crompton, station- 
ed at Sorel, were marched towards the supposed 
seat of the enemy. The roads, as they always are 
at this period of the year, were in a horrible con- 
dition, and the mud and water during almost the 
whole of the march, was knee deep. After an 
unexampled and truly harrassing march of about 
12 hours, the troops arrived in the neighborhood 
of the village of St. Dennis at about 10 o’clock on 
Thursday morning. 

A picket of the cavalry bemg at this time in ad- 
vance, and, making two prisoners of the rebel party, 
brought them in to colonel Gore, who learned 
from them that the insurgents were posted in great 
foree in the village of St. Dennis. The necessary 
orders were then given for the troops to advance, 
an order which was promptly obeyed, aotwith- 
standing the harrassing and fatiguing march of the 
night. Towards the northeastern entrance of the 
village of St. Dennis, there is a large stone house 


‘of three or four stories, which was discovered to 


“The city is under arms—soldiers patrolling the | be full of armed men, who opened a sharp and 


No one talks of 


calling fire upon the troops. The skirmishing 
party here consisted of the light company of the 
32d, under the command of captain Markham. 
Within a quarter of an hour after the firing com- 
menced, captain Markham was severely wounded 
in the leg; and, almost at the same moment, re- 
ceived two dangerous wounds in the neck, which 
brought him to the ground. In conveying him 
to the rear, we understand that he received another 
wound, which is a proof of the dexterity and pre- 
cision of the fire kept up by the rebels. It was 
found by col. Gore, that the infantry, deprived of 
the assistance of col. Wetherall’s force, was inade- 
quate to cope with the terrible fire of musketry 
that was kept up, and directed against them, froin 
the stone house. The field piece, accordingly, 
was brought to bear upon this fort of the rebellious 
army, which injured it considerably, and, no 
doubt, sent many of the inmates to their final ac- 
count. Notwithstanding, it was deemed prudent 
to retire, in order to maintain the communication 
with Sorel, as many of the inhabitants were seen 
gathering from all directions to the scene of ae- 
At about half past two in the afternoon, 
the order to fall back was given, and with the loss 


‘of six men killed and ten wounded, a careful re- 


treat was commenced. The roads were so bad 
that it was impossible to get further than three 
miles that night; and col. Gore was under the ne- 
cessity of bivouacking till daylight of Friday 
morning, when he again commenced his march 
upon Sorel, where he was to await provisions and 
a reinforcement, both of which, we understan4, 
were fowarded from this city early yesterday 
morning by the steamboat St. George. The rein- 
forcernent sent consisted of a detachment of the 
32d regiment, under maj. Reid, and two field pieces. 

With respect to the march and operations 0! 
lieutenant colonel Wetherall from Chambly, we 
understand, immediately upon receiving his or- 
ders, which were conveyed to him by lieutenant 
Weir, of the 32d regiment, he marched towards 
St. Charles; but finding that many of the bridges 
had been cut down and carried away by the rebels. 
his march was so much impeded, that, as the last 
accounts state, (forwarded by Dr. Jones and Mr. 
Molson, jr. of the cavalry) he had only got down- 
wards as far as Rouville. a distance about seven 
miles below Chambly. Colonel Wetherall, how- 
ever, was determined to persevere in his march, 
and we have no doubt, will reach in time for the 
roposed renewed attack on the rebels. ‘oe 

After the delivery of his despatches to colon 
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wetherall, lieut. Weir, proceeded in a caleche to 
‘in his own corps, under the command of col. 
Gore; but his driver brought him to the village of 
st, Dennis, where he was made a prisoner by the 
rebels, in whose custody he still unfortunately re- 


ins, 

The steamboat St. George arrived in port yester- 
day evening, ie, Yi captain Markham, and some 
of the artillery and cavalry as passengers, from So- 
rel. The friends of captain Markham, and the loy- 
al part of the community, in general, will be happy 
to learn, that the wounds of this brave and excel- 
jent officer, are not considered of a dangerous na- 
ture. One is through the right leg, and two on the 
left side of the neck. One of the balls making the 
wounds on the neck, has been cut out behind the 
right shoulder; but the other has not yet been ex- 
tracted, in consequence of its course or seat not 
having been discovered. He has, besides, received 
a wound, probably from a splinter, on the inside of 
ihe right knee. Capt. Markham, we understand, 
js in extremely good spirits, and hopes to return to 
his duty in a few weeks. 

All was quiet at Montreal on Saturday. Ansests 
however were going on. ‘T'wo persons (Lamotte 
of Laprairie and Dr. Nelson of Montreal) were ta- 
ken on Friday on charges of sedition or treason. 
From the interior, the accounts were that Mr. 
Chaffers of St. Cesaire, had been obliged to fly for 
his life in consequence of his refusal to give up his 
commission—aud that Demaray and Davignon, the 
rescued prisoners, had been retaken. 

Under a requisition from Sir Colin Campbell, the 
43rd regiment, stationed at New Brunswick, had 
been ordered by land to Canada, and the 85th to 
replace the 43rd. The 34th, if necessary, it was 
supposed would also follow te Canada. 

Quebec dates are no later than the 22d ult. They 
indicate apprehension on the part of the government, 
but little had been done beyond the issuing of pro- 
clamations for the preservation of the peace—prepa- 
rations for anew guard house at one of the city 
gates, and the adoption of strict regulations relative 
to the admission of persons within the city at night. 





LETTER FROM THE HON. JOHN P. KING. 
From the Augusta ( Geo.) Constitutionalist. 
Messrs. Epirors: The following letter from the 
hon. J. P. King, dated Oct. 17, 1837, to a friend in 
this city, may be of advantage to some of your 
readers. In that hope I communicate it, though 
the familiar style of its composition evidently 
shews, that it was not intended for the public eye, 
hor indeed for any other scrutiny than that of pri- 
vate friendship. Its predictions are remarkable, 
and views so sound, as well as sagacious, that I 
have felt myself rather entitled to the writer’s in- 
dulgence for this breach of friendly confidence, and 
certainly to the thanks of the public, for venturing 
to enlighten it at such risk. The strictures on the 
course of political opponents, I think, are not more 
severe than usual in public controversies, and I am 
sire were not intended to transcend the limits of 
an honest exposure of the fallacies to which they 
allude. So much for my own justification. 
THAT FRIEND. 


Col. Brent’s,on the Potomac, Oct. 17th, 1837. 

My dear r: By the kind invitation of colonel 
Brent, I have stopped a few days te snuff the coun- 
try air and shoot wild fowl. I have shot at, and 
dreadfully frightened, a great number to-day, but 
the quantity bagged is not satisfactory. The truthis, 
I fear I am too quick on the trigger—a fault some- 
times attributed to me in politics as well as in par- 
tridge shooting. 

And so some of my old political friends are up 
against my speech, hah? Don’t you think it would 
have been better for them to have answered my 
arguments before they flew into a passion with the 
author? As Jack Downing says, ‘that is my no- 
tion.”? I care nothing for the office for its sake, and 
hat they may have willingly, if they wish it: but 
really instead‘ of quarrelling with me, I regret ex- 
tremely they have not seen the necessity of uniting 
in the only course that can save the party from de- 
Siruction, It was a saying of Arrington that you 
night put a dozen puppies into a sack and shake it, 
ind when they began to suffer pain, they would in- 
stantly commence fearing each other, but would 
hever think of biting the hand that shook the sack. 
Our party is the party of the people, and with even 
a tolerable regard to democratic principles, we must 
always be in the majority. But we have for years 
been forced into a wrong position; congress has had 
little more to do with the finances of the country, 
for several years past, than the boors of Russia or 
the slaves of Turkey. This I think has, or at least 
Will cease, as soon as Mr. Van Buren gets through 
the “unfinished business” of his predecessor, and 








a ae ° - d 
lairly sits upon his own seat; but we have taken no 


steps to convince the people of this; and from the 
ex-president’s letters and Mr. Van Buren’s pro- 
mises and recent recommendations, they have no 
reason to believe, that they will not be tormented 
and tortured by experiments just as much as be- 
fore. If we donot wish to be annihilated as a 
party, Jet us take hold of the hand that has tortured, 
and, I fear, ruined us, and not further weaken our 
forces by exhausting our strength on each other, 

The great mass have found out that their distres- 
ses have been caused by executive misrule in 
the finances, and they cannot be convinced to the 
contrary. For many years they quit thinking for 
themselves on the subject; but when it became ne- 
cessary to quit eating also, their attention was roused 
to the necessity of reasoning on their own inter- 
ests; and when they do this, free from party influ- 
ence, it isa very plaincase. If we do not ease the 
people, then, on this subject, what is to become of 
us? Ohio is gone. New Jersey is gone. Rhode 
Island is gone. Maine is gone. Indiana is gone. 
Pennsylvania is almost gone, and Georgia, North 
Carolina and Aarkansas thought to be in danger, and 
to cap the climax. I shall not be surprised, if we 
lose New York. The city 1 know is gone. And 
what have we gained? Mr. Calhoun has taken a 
fancy to us, to be sure; but if we give him control, 
he will ruin us; and if we do not, he’ll leave us in 
less than 12 months. 
given last year, of the ‘“‘cohesive power” that binds 
us together. Mr. C. is a great man, and in private 
life a most exemplary one; but he is so eccentric 
and changeable that as a guide, there is no confi- 
dence to be placed in him, Look back at his opi- 
nions on a national bank, and hear him at the last 
session—his former opinions of the protective sys- 
tem, united with a complete system of internal im- 
provement, as necessary to secure the permanent p:os- 
perity of the country, and hear him lately talk about 
state rights!! 

Then there is Pickens; it is said he has come 
over tous. And what sort of a come over is it? He 
votes for the divorce, and makes a speech for it, in 
which there is denunciation and bitterness enough 
to kill ten administrations. He abuses us as pick- 
pockets—we have to take it as spaniels and recom- 
mend “Mr. Pickens’s able speech to the perusal of 
the public??? I don’t want such allies as these. I 
had rather be in the minority, and “fight under.” J 
would say to master Pickens, that if he wishes to 
jein the democracy in its present weakness, let 
him do it, like a generous man, on equal terms, and 
not come to our relief, like an Ocracoke wrecker, 
to abuse and insult a shipwrecked crew, and claim 
all their goods for salvage. Mr. P. bas taken it 
into his head, that he is and must be very consist- 
ent, because, with a little squad of ultra opposition, 
he voted for the separation in 1834. But, was it 
not notorious, that the only object then was, to em- 
barrass the administration in the “experiment,” 
which was then a great favorite? Now, he seems to 
glory in his position, because it enables him to 
abuse the administration withimpunity. Why, I’d 
as soon depend on Beelzebub to defend me against 
Satan, as on Pickens to defend me against the whigs. 
However, Pickens is a gentleman and man of 
talents. And he appeals adroitly, does he not?—as 
does Mr. Calhoun, to the sectional feelings of the 
south, to sustain that, which he fears their reason 
would not approve. ButI have no time now to 
criticise this speech. You will see it, I presume; 
for I should not be at all surprised, if, with all its 
bitterness, some of our democratic papers were to 
publish it, and ask attention to it. 1 will only add, 
that if I had a leisure hour, in reach of a few sta- 
tistics, I think I could make sad work with some 
parts of it. I will only say here, that the idea held 
out to the south, that the specie restriction will 
benefit our commerce, is a sheer delusion. So long 
as we are united, and free trade exists—so long as 
we are agricultural and the north commercial—in 
short, so long asthe present elements of production 
exist in each section, and each section (on free 
trade principles) is allowed the advantages of the 
other at the cheapest rate, just solong will the specie 
restriction operate against us. “Say” is right 
when he says, ‘the divorce” will tend to make New 
York the London of America. I do not think the 
inequality of the system would be as great as some 
others think; but whatever operation it would have 
in that way, would be against us. 

The fallacy held out lately to feed the sectional 
feeling of the south, on this subject, consists in 
mistaking the effect for the cause. It is not the 
deposite system, or the U.S. bank, that “central- 
izes’? commerce at the north; but it is the commerce 
of the north that centralizes the deposites there. 
Why did not the trade centralize in Philadelphia 
instead of New York? Just because, in trade, ca- 
pital follows business, and business does not neces- 
sarily follow capital. But we are degraded by 


We know his own opinion, 


‘touching at the north to pay tribute.” Well: Sup- 
pose we imported directiy the whole value of our 
exports, say eighty millions, to Charleston or Sa- 
vannah. What would we do with this heavy im- 
portation? We should consume a few millions as 
we do now and carry the balance to the north, and 
“touch” there to exchange it for northern produc- 
tions, and such other foreign merchandise as is to 
be found there, and imported from those countries not 
consuming southern productions. 

But, it is considered wonderfully strange and 
very unnatural, that we should not import directly 
for our whole consumption at least. Why, it is the 
plainest thing in the world—unless the cherished 
advantage of free trade is all a delusion. These 
things are regulated by the interest of consumers, 
and that interest ascertained by calculation. Why 
do we obtain from London the products of every 
quarter of the globe? Simply, because London 
trades with every quarter of the globe, and a full 
assortment can be found there, cheaper than by 
looking for it in a thousand dilferent markets. That’s 
all; and the answer as to London, answers the great 
mystery as to the trade of New York. Why does 
New York import for 9-10ths of the consumption of 
the United States? Simply, because it is the na- 
tural, and, with all its advantages, the cheapest de- 
pot for the consumption of 9-10ths of the people of 
the United States; and from its local position, can 
furnish an outward cargo to nearly every port in 
the commercial world, whose products the people 
of any portion of the United States consume. These 
advantages will always give it the advantage of an 
extensive assortment, and so far an advantage over 
any southern port. 

I have been led to these remarks upon the latest 
fashions in finance from seeing a notice of a con- 
vention to meet at Augusta about this time, the ob- 
ject of which seems closely allied with these south- 
ern notions. I am in favor of the object of this 
convention, but I hope it may not be turned into a 
political machine, which may defeat all the good that 
would otherwise grow out of it. Above all, I hope 
its action may be based on solid and philosophical 
commercial principles, which alone can promise 
any permanent good to the country. By sectional 
appeals you may “resolve” the people into an ex- 
citement, which may temporarily aid the cities, at 
the expense of the planters and country consumers; 
but the advantage to the cities even, would not be 
permanent. First and last, the planters have been 
fleeced by humbugs and experiments enough, God 
knows, and, (though my interests are in the city), 
I hope they may be spared on this occasion, 

We must, then, do something; if we wish to in- 
crease our import trade and aid our southern ports 
by any permament advantages, more then they now 
possess. As the philosophical major Jack says: 
‘When achimley smokes at the wrong eend, we 
should ascertain the cause on’t and go to work the 
right way to mend it.”” What then is to be done? 
It I were not nearly at the end of my last scrap of 
paper, | would try and tell you. Several things 
inay be done to divide the advantages of New York 
with our southern ports, but I have only room to 
mention one, and that briefly: FinisH your sTATE 
RAIL ROAD. You will then furnish the natural de- 
pots and cheapest transportation for the consump- 
tion of the most fertile parts of the valley of the 
Mississippi. You will also penetrate and drain the 
same country of its exports, by means of a shorter 
and cheaper transportation, at all seasons of the 
year, an advantage to that extent over the New 
York canal, where all other advantages are equal. 
I must finish this subject at some other time, unless 
I see you shortly, which is doubtful. I bave not 
determined whether I will return directly home 
after returning to Washington, or remain a few 
weeks at Philadelphia. Your friend, 

J. P. KING. 





FROM MR. LEGARE—LETTER TO A CON. 
STITUENT. 
From the Charleston Courter. 

Dear srr: In compliance with your request, I 
shall now briefly state upon paper, the considera- 
tions which seemed to strike you in conversation, 
and which, however trite elsewhere, I found, to my 
very great surprise, on arriving in Charleston, have 
not been presented to the public here. As all our 
newspapers, without a single exception, seem to 
have given in their adhesion to the sub-treasury 
scheme, their impenetrable silence as to most of the 
arguments urged against it is not much to be won- 
dered at. As to my part in the argument, you will 
perceive why, speaking at the close of a very pro- 
tracted discussion in both houses, I was compelled 
to take much for granted as already established by 
previous speakers. The view I took of the-whole 
subject, seemed to be all that was left an orator 





who aimed at once at throwing new light upon the 
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great questions before the country and interesting 
the house, exhausted as it was by a very long 
debate, and eager to close the business of the spe- 
cial session, then near its termination. Some of 
those topics, however, were treated at greater length 
in the speech I delivered, than in the printed report 
of it, and every one, at all familiar with public 
ar knows how much more can be said by 
the living word, in a few sentences, than can be ex- 
pressed in pages of writing. It was, however, felt 
to be of far greater importance to the cause we are 
defending before the country, viz: the preservation 
of its institutions azainst theoretical politicians of 
all sorts, that I should meet and refute their general 
reasonings, and, as we believe, their ultimate ends 
and projects, than confine myself, in however effec- 
tive a manner, to the bill on the table. I, accord- 
ingly, undertook this part of the defence, and did 
not utter a word that was not called for, and felt, by 
those who heard me, to be called for, by what had 
fallen from some one of the leaders of the innova- 
tors. 

But it does seem to me somewhat cool in these 
gentlemen, to call on us to establish the negative 
proposition, that their scheme so novel, so bold, and 
it nay be, so full of important consequences, ought 
not to be adopted, on pain of having judgment go 
by default, if we fail to show cause. It does seem 
to me, I say, but reasonable, that he who proposes 
to me to do what, since the foundation of the go- 
vernment, never has been done, and never has been 
proposed, or thought of even as a possible alterna- 
tive, but to be rejected,* should take upon him the 
burthen of proving that the new project is a posi- 
tively good thing. To say, that we are in trouble, 
therefore, some experiment must be made; that the 
banks have suspended specie payments, therefore, 
we sheuld care nothing more about banks, their 
paper, their business, their debtors, is, I admit, as 
gross a paralogism as ever emanated from a school 
of professed reasoners—and that, as every body ac- 
quainted with those schools well knows, is saying 
every thing. The suspension of specie payments, 
from whatever cause or to whatever extent, is, I 
admit, an evil; but there is a still greater evil, and 
that is, its continuance for a length of time, and the 
aggravation of all ill its effects, by a progressive de- 
preciation from excessive issues. That the govern- 
ment should have to pay its officers and contractors 
in paper that is not exchangeable for the precious 
metals, is not well—granted: but, is it more right 
that the individual debtor should pay his creditor in 
that paper? And if the creditor should exact gold 
and silver, after the example of the government, what 
would you have to say against the propriety of his 
conduct? 

Why do not these gentlemen speak out? Do 
they, or do they not mean, that all debts whatever 
shall be paid in the ‘constitutional currency??? Do 
they mean that the debtors of the banks, for in- 
stance, who owe them, as appears from the recent 
statements, about five hundred millions of dollars, 
shall pay that enormous sum in gold and silver, in 
order to enable the banks to meet their engagements 
in the same way? Do they mean that not only the 
debtors of the banks, but those of individuals, doubt- 
less to a still greater amount, should do the same 
thing? If they mean this, why not say so in so 
many words? Why deal in abstractions? Why 
talk of coercing the banks to perform their obliga- 
tions to the public, without adding how the public 
are to perform their obligations to the banks? Or 
why confine the tender mercies of their benevolent 
legislation to one class of creditors only, of all those 
who will suffer from the frauds of a depreciated 
currency, whenever our currency shall be in fact 
depreciated? Speak to this point, gentlemen; an- 
swer categorically. Distinguish, if you can make 
a distinction, between the jus publicum and jus 
privatum in such a matter. Draw your line between 
debts whose sanctity is inviolable, which shall be 
exacted according to the letter of the ‘‘bond,” and 
those which must be left to arrangement and com- 
position, between the parties, according to princi- 
ples of equity and convenience. 3 

But you shrink back from the very idea of en- 
forcing the payment of all debts in gold and silver. 
You kuow what the consequences would be. You 
know there would be a revolution—that the whole 
body of debtors would rise up in arms against the 
atrocious folly of such legislation. You cannot but 
see, superficially, as such theorists are not in the ha- 
bit of considering the consequences of what they do, 
or project, that if all bank “rags” are to be at once 
thrown into the fire, if nothing but gold and silver 
are to be accepted as payment of debts, it would be 
a confiscation, by wholesale, of the property of all 
persons now indebted—that it would be, as it was 





F *Mr. Dallas, Mr. Gallatin, Mr. Calhoun, in "34, 
Le, 





quaintiy expressed in the debate of the house of 
representatives, by a gentleman from Virginia, “to 
sell out the people.”” Even you, therefore, do not 
yet propose, in sc many words, to prohibit the 
—— between man and man, of any thing but 
gold and silver, although by refusing every thing 
else yourselves, you show what you think of the 
justice of such an exaction, and do all you can by 
your example to make it universal in practice. 

Now, the question I wish the advocates of those 
measures to answer, is, do they intend to stop here? 
are no debts sacred but those due by the govern- 
ment and to the government of the United States? 
Are the states, for instance, not in precisely the 
same situation? Shall they, too, compel the people 
to pay their taxes in gold and silver. If not, why 
not: 

But if the United States and the states are both 
to exact payment of their dues in specie, how can 
the very legislators that ordained such a law, refuse 
to do the same justice—if justice it be—as they 
proclaim it to be—to the private creditor? On what 
principle either of morality or of sound Jegislation, 
can they confine areform toa single point in the 
great province of their public duties, when they ne- 
glect all the rest—and take care of men in office, 
and a few contractors, while with regard to the mil- 
lion who stand towards each other in the important 
relation of debtor and creditor, they leave their law 
and the execution of their law, in what they know 
to be a state of absolute uncertainty, and (in the 
contingency presupposed by the very fact,) of the 
greatest danger for the peace of society! 

But then, say these gentlemen, you are putting 
an extreme case—we have no idea it will come to 
that. We only mean to drive the banks into the 
payment of specie, and we shall even help them to 
do so, by asking for our own dues to the amount of 
20 or 30 millions in it, when it is only an article of 
merchandize, and no more a part of the circulation 
than cotton or rice. 

Now, in the first place, you perceive that this is no 
answer at all, to the question of what they are 
bound to do in respect to private debtors and creditors. 
Whether they are aiming at erushing all banks, 
with their more severe sect, or only at chastising 
and reforming them, with the more indulgent of 
their doctors, it is still undeniable that for the pre- 
seni—in the actual state of things—your legislation 
will be grossly inconsistent and imperfect. You 
will do justice only to the functionaries and credi- 
tors of the government—neglecting entirely, all the 
innumerable other persons that stand in precisely 
the same relation and need and have a right to ex- 
pect the same protection from a just and paternal 
government. This is not to be controverted. You 
are making a distinction without a difference in a 
matter where equality is equity. Why doso? If 
what you do is right in one case, why not in the 
others? Do you shew—do you so much as pretend 
to allege—any reason for the invidious privilege 
granted to a favored class of creditors? Have you 
even the ‘‘tyrant’s plea,” necessity, to allege? And 
if you can reconcile it to your sense of duty to let 
things remain as they are, to leave the currency to 
the disorder and depreciation you impute to it, in 
regard to society in general, how comes it that you 
find its condition an intolerable evil for office-hold- 
ers and contractors? Or, finding it intolerable for 
them, how can you answer it to your consciences 
and the country, to abandon all concern about it, 
so far as others are interested in the matter? 

But leaving this fatal objection for a moment, let 
us proceed to examine how far what they allege 
about the tendency of the measure to correct and 
regulate the currency, is well founded. 

Nothing has ever surprised me more than the 
countenance which the editor of the Southern Pa- 
triot has given tu this strange misconception. That 
editor, you know, is no inconsiderable adept in po- 
litical economy, although perhaps, like other clever 
people, he sometimes thinks he is detecting the er- 
rors of others when he is only exposing his own. 
But all his other errors are pardonable, in compari- 
son with the extraordinary notion which he pro- 
pounded in one of his recent numbers, that for the 
government todemand its dues in gold and silver was 
the sovereign’st remedy on earth for a disordered 
currency, in the absence of a general regulator. 
Why, how in the name of common sense could Mr. 
Cardoza imagine such a thing? Mr. Gallatin, as 
you will perceive, by referring to one of the notes 
appended to my speech, speaking of this very plan 
of collecting the revenue, objects to it as a thing 
admitted on all hands, that it had no tendency what- 
ever torestrain the issues of the banks. How should 
it have? Lookat the facts before oureyes. Specie 
is completely driven out of circulation—it has, ac- 
cording to a law as invariable and inviolable as that 
of gravitation, ceased to be currency, and become 
mere merchandise. It is bought and sold at a price 
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by those who want it—nobody expects to receive 
nobody thinks of demanding it, in the usval trance’ 
actions of life—yet the government is now, and hes 
been for some months past, receiving its dies in 
gold and silver, at least some part of them. We, 
saw this very strikingly exemplified at Washingtoy, 
Many hundred thousand dollars, at least, were dis. 
bursed to the members, the officers and employees 
of congress, during the late session. What became 
of it? Did it enter inte the circulation of Washing. 
ton? Did any part of it, I mean a single half eagle 
or half dollar take its place by the side of «the 
bank rags and shin plasters,” that filled all the chan. 
nels ofcireulation? Notone, sir—and what is more 
they would not have done so, if congress had ex. 
— enacted they should, and put the whole mj- 
itary force of the country at the disposal of Mr. 
Woodbury and Mr. Cambreleng, to see the law en. 
forced. Not only will you do absolutely nothing 
“to widen the metallic basis,” by simply receiving 
and paying away gold and silver in your govern. 
ment transactions, but you could do nothing to ae- 
complish your object, if you were to enact all the 
bloody laws of ‘‘the republic, one and indivisible,” 
to help your theory, to triumph over the common 
sense and personal interests of mankind. The 
guillotine itself, worked by stronger hands and less 
scrupulous heads, than we yet have among our “re. 
generators,” failed utterly to procure a circulation 
for assignats at par. 

The editor of the Patriot surely need not be in- 
formed of the existence of that law of currency to 
which I have referred. He-knows that so soon as 
it is perceived that, from any cause whatever, gold 
and silver have ceased to be as valuable in one coun- 
try as they are in others, they cease to circulate as 
money there, and go abroad, like any other mer- 
chandise, in quest of a better market. This inay 
be occasioned by a very intense foreign demand, as 
for instance, incase of war. Thusinthe campaign 
of Russia against Turkey in 1828, a million and a 
half pounds sterling was drawn out of the Bank of 
England, and sent to the continent, for military 
purposes, although the exchanges were greatly in 
favor of England at that moment. So, during the 
restriction, exchanges on Amsterdam, Hamburgh, 
&c. those sometimes as high as 32 per cent. against 
England, which was owing, as Mr. de Rothschild 
remarks,* not to excess of circulation, but to foreign 
expenditures and subsidies. So, when the bank of 
England was preparing toresume specie payments, 
gold rose in value, in vonsequence of this new de- 
mand, as mueh as 10 per centum according to Mr. 
Tooke’s estimate, which appears to m» a very pro- 
ble one.t Exchanges have been, for some months 
past, and still are, against us, (though they are now 
rapidly on the decline), owing, as I believe, not to 
a redundant eurrency here, but to an intense de- 
mand for the precious metals to pay our foreign 
debt. But precisely the same effect would be pro- 
duced by a redundant currency, even were that de- 
mand to cease entirely, and the real exchange or 
balance of payments to be turned in our favor. Gold 
and silver will not circulate with paper which is de- 
preciated below their value—that is to say, nobody 
who has a sovereign, or an eagle, will exchange it 
for goods in a country, where prices are higher, 
owing to excessive issues of paper, &e. than they 
are abroad. He will send them where they may 
fetch what they are worth. That is self-evident. 
The same thing happens in case of a panic, from 
invasion, revolution, or the like causes. All the 
coin in circulation, however great its amount, In- 
stantly disappears, to be hoarded against accidents, 
and may continue hoarded for a series of years. 
Thus, of the twenty or thirty millions pounds, 
which circulated before the restriction act of 1797, 
a very considerable portion lay buried in boles and 
corners, until it was called out of them by the re- 
coinage of 1816. So, if silver and gold be both a 
legal tender, and one of thei be undervalued, it will 
infalliby be driven out of circulation, and probably 
(though that does not necessarily follow) out of the 
country. In all the transactions of life, prices will 
be designated, and debts paid in that coin which 1s 
not a premium. 

The principle is that of two currencies—the less 
valuable, will displace the other. The lean kine 
will, as D’Agnesseau expresses it, every where 
swallow up the fat.t 

Now, sir, this being the inflexible, universal 
law of currency, how can it possibly be imagined 
by any one so thoroughly versed in such matters, 
as the editor of the Patriot, that the bare fact of the 
government collecting its revenue in gold and sil- 
ver, while the banks continue to fill all the chan- 
nels of circulation with their paper, can have apy 

ee 

*Minutes of Evidence, &c. 1832, No. 4888. 

tibid, 5374. 

tduvres, Tom. IX. Sur Jes monnaies. 
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— eet whatever (any favorable effect, I mean,) inj money brokers to lay upon the importers, and} You perceive that it would not require much 
pre, ; “| scking their issues, and either restoring specie | through them upon the consumers of foreign goods, | specie, as one of the advocates of the bill told me, 
oa J cyments, or maintaining them after they shall | that is to say, upon the public, and especially upon} to perform the limited function above described. 
aa z fie been restored? The government, by the sup- | the planters of the south, a tariif of duties in a goud| True, and it is thus that it will ‘widen the metallic 
We : position, abandons those institutiens to themselves; degree arbitrary, for their own benefit and that of} basis,, forscoth! But you will, also, perceive that, 
Hn ts them all indiscriminately to the ban of the | the functionaries of the government. Believing, as | as I replied to the same ra pane peseon, it makes 
dis. ompire—gives itself no concern about their con- I did and do, that the paper circulation of the coun- | no sort of pie ay to the (Sonerees or 4g SORE 
Yyees duct—abjures all connection with the monetary | try, from the great and sudden contraction, in con-| try, when 10 or 15 per a . advance is ° Cte 
ame jaterests of seciety, except by now and then coin- | sequence of the panic, was rather too much reduc-| upon 20 or 30 millions of duties, &e., Ww . er it 
“ ing a few deilars and eagles, and requiring the ed than redundant; I confess, as I said on a former} be once aid on that whole sum, or 20 wrk ry 
agle merchant to pay his duties in them: how, I ask, | occasion, I could not see that justice, at least that| over paid on one million. Paid it must bea 
‘the are these pieces of gold and silver, coinparatively | equity and good conscience, made it imperative | events. Tee 
dan. few as they will be, at all events—but few, or |upon us to resort to so harsh a measure, especially ( To be continued.) 
ore many—how are they to be made to circulate as |as the idea of furnishing by that means, a broader 
ex. money, if either from a foreign demand, (as at| metallic basis to our circulation, had proved itself TWENTY-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
mi- present,) or @ distrust of paper, (which this sys-|to our senses to be completely fallacious. We all SECOND: SESSION-~ssCwA EE. 
Mr. tem will beget,) or excessive issues of the banks | now see that not a dollar collected by the govern-| Dovomber 4. This being the day designated by 
en- themselves, (which it does nothing to prevent,) | ment, and disbursed to its creditors, circulates for the constitution for the annual meeting of the two 
ling they continue at a premium? How is the metal-|one moment as money, but is carefully hoarded as| houses of congress, the senators assembled at the 
‘ing lic basis of the circulation, to be widened by them? | merchandise; and that this will continue to be the capitol at twelve o’clock. 
rn. Will they ever go into circulation at all, while ex- | case so long as, from any cause, exchanges shall De) Wha. pics president of the United States took the 
ae- changes are against us, er while bank paper is de- unfavorable to the country, is equally evident. | chair of the president of the senate. The roll be- 
the preciated, fromm whatever cause? Why do they not | _ Now, sir, this is literally true—not a syllable of ing called over, the following senators appeared 
le,” now? But suppose exchanges to become favorable, | it shall be unsaid for me, or can be gainsaid by any | 4.4 teuk their seats: 
non and the country to be flooded with gold and silver, | body else, that has any respect for the demonstrated |" jx-9m Maine—Mr. Williams. 
The would the proposed system have the least tenden- | and acknowledged truths of science. I will illus-| Jom New Hampsiire—Mr. Pierce. 
less cy to keep thein in circulation, should the banks, | trate my meaning, by putting the case as it happens} f.9m Vermont—Mr. Prentiss and Mr. Swift. 
re. at any time hereafter, issue so much paper as to | every day—I will describe the circle—no, not the} hom Mussachusells—Mr. Davis. 
ion raise our prices again beyond those of other coun- | circle, for it does not circulate at all—but the nar-|  ja-om Rhode Island—Mr. Knight and Mr. Robbins. 
tries, or a commercial, and still more a political |row and eccentric ellipsis in which the gold and sil-| 7-9 Connecticut—Mr. Niles and Mr. Smith. 
in- anic occur? Ina word, would it not depend ab-|ver, forced into the country by the contemplated| 4.9m New York—Mr. Wricht. 
to solutely upon the banks, so left to themselves— | law, would be perpetually revolving, so long as, for} jyom New Jersey—Mr. Wail. 
nnd upon their issues being moderate er the reverse—| any reason whatever, the precious metals were at} Pom Pennsylvania—Mr. Buchanan and Mr. 
old whether the gold and silver thus brought into the}a premium. The importing merchant, in order to] yyeKean. 
in- country should circulate there at all as money, or| pay the custom duties, would buy what he wanted} j.9 Delaware—Mr. Clayton. 
ag be sold at home or abroad as bullion or merchan-|ef a money-changer, or broker, paying him, of| j-9m Maryland—None. 
er. dise? To talk of its creating anew demand for the | course, with the fair price of the metal, something} jpr.9 Virginia—Mr. Rives and Mr. Roane. 
ay precious metals, and so attracting them to our {for interest on capital invested, and forcommission.| fy» North Carvolina—Mr. Brown and Mr. 
as (otherwise) inhospitable shores, is in the last de- | He would then pay what he owed the treasury into| gtrance. 
on gree absurd. There is always demand enough for | the hands of the collector. This officer, a sub-trea-| fo South Carolina—None. 
la them, if their place be not supplied by something | surer, would disburse it to government officers and} Jy.om Georgia—None. 
of cheaper, or less valuable; but if their place be sojcontractors, who would sell it, or pay it away to} Jom Kentucky—Mr. Clay and Mr. Crittenden. 
ry pre-occupied or invaded, you may pour all Pacto-|those who would sell it immediately back to the From Tennessee—Mr. Grundy and Mr. White. 
in lus into the country, and it will flow out of it with- | very same broker, at a selling, that is, a somewhat From Ohio—Mr. Allen and Mr. Morris. 
he out leaving here a grain of gold, except some rare | reduced price; thus enabling the money-changer to} fyom Louisiana—None. 
b, specimens, perhaps, in the cabinets of the curious. |lay his tax on at both ends of the series. Then, the From Indiana—Mr. Smith and Mr. Tipton. 
ist Experience speaks bat one language upon this| broker would sell it again to another importing From Mississippi—Mr. Walker. 
Id subject, and were it not for the paroloxes put/|tnerchant, who would pay it to the collector, who} j+-9 Jilinois—Mr. Robinson and Mr. Young. 
a forth, and so gravely put forth by able men, I | would pay it to the officer, who would sell it to the} F-om 4Alabama—Mr. Clay and Mr. King. 
of should reckor it superfuons to appeal to it. I} broker again, and so on in infinitum. Within these} pom Missyuri—Mr. Benton and Mr. Linn. 
3, will content myself with citinz two instances. | liinits, I say, and these limits only, would all the From Arkansas—Mr. Fulton. 
0. The first I take from the history of English} gold created for us by the great alchemist of the} pom Michioan—Mr. Norvell and Mr. Lyon. 
r. currency. During its well known derangement j treasury, be seen, or rather heard to move, or heard}; On motion of Mr. Grundy, the secretary of the 
0 in the reign of William IIL. Ld. Liverpool stated |of as moving. For all the rest of society, for all the | senate was directed to inform the house of represen- 
18 that no less a sum than £6,312,903 worth of} multifarious business of mankind, it might just a8} tatives that a quorum of the senate was assembled 
Wr silver was coined at a loss of £2,700,000, to} well be buried at the bottom of the sea—nobody and ready to proceed to business. 
0 correct the evil—without, however, any abate-} would have gained by it but that interesting class} On motion of Mr. Wright, 
- inent of the real cause of it, i. e., an excessive cir- | whose tables once poiluted the temple of Jerusalem| —pPosolnod. That a committee of the senate be ap- 
7” edlation—and consequently without any effect j and turned it into you know what—and the officers pointed me join a committee of the house of repre- 
be whatever, in improving that circulation. The |and contractors of government, who so long as the | cantatives to wait on the president of the United 
i whole of it immediately returned to the melting pot | paper of the country was not really depreciated | grates and inform him that a quorum of the two 
r of the trafficker in bullion, to be sold again as mer- |1n respect of other commodities than gold and sil- ivdesnden was assembled, and ready to receive any 
hl chandise, so that in a year or two not a shilling re-| ver, would pocket just so much clear gain, as the| ¢ommunication which he might think proper to 
a inained to attest the fact of the coinage. The | difference between coin and paper would amount} cupmit. Y 
7 other example is a domestic one. During the|to. Meanwhile, who pays the piper, for somebody,| yyy. Knight and Mr. Wright were appointed by | 
: pressure of 1313-19, according to a statement} of course, must—our alchemists do not yet pretend | the chair to compose the committee. if 
Mr: Weeds sagt tb pricedetr' ete tae ats te ma gold Sp on OeSUNS:. pa Sonamss aby A message was received from the house of repre- ; 
_Slephen Biltott, in a masterly paper addressed | Zoods imported, of a surety, Inderanihes the import: | sentatives, through Mr. Franklin, their clerk, in- 7 
, to the legislature, the bank of the state of South | ing merchant with interest, in an advanced price of Foreni nc the sénate that a quorum of the house had } 
Carolina procured and paid out in the course of six| every article he needs—a tax, a tariff, is levied | .scombled. that it was ready to proceed to business, 
months eight hundred thousand dollars, without | upon the body of the people by the money-changer, anil had appointed on their part a commitiee to 4 
contracting its issues—and what was the result?|and for what reason, and to what purpose? Be- wait on the president. : 
An enlargement of the snecie basis? A vreat abun- cause government does not choose to be troubled On motion of Mr. Wright the usual resolution q 
; dance ofcoinin circalation? Not all. By the Ist of | with devising plans to make the currency that is} a, adopted to supply the members of the senate ‘ 
Petia wasall gone —it had disappeared entire- | good enough for the people, good enough for itself— | ith newspapers to the amount of three daily pa- 
) 'y. “We are confident,” says the report, “that|and because, I suppose, it is necessary to protect ers 
not ten thousand dollars could be found in the city | the business of money-changers. Whether this The senate then adjourned. 
of Charleston.” Why, Mr. Woodbury may just as | latter object be one of the motives, or only an inci- » 5 Mr. Wright, f the joint com- 
well throw a bag of his gold into Cooper river, and | dental advantage of the plan, I know not; but, be-; December 9. catgg th Oddy. core Bey eid 
: Sh ahel tte oa he et hate Ae ae Pre tes y wr | mittee appointed to wait upon the president of the 
command it ‘by tae authority aforesaid,” not to | yond all doubt, it is a necessary consequence of it. United States, in order to acquaint him that con- 
ink, as pretend to make it circulate in a communi- | Coupled with the difficulties of domestic exchanges, | VBNES * : bled. &e. reported to the se- 
ty where his own legislation will contribute, with | this traffic in the precious metals is making usa Bice — a nate bret tte e sii r discharged its 
some other causes, to make it always command ajnation of “shavers,” as it is technically and ex- — ow ey ahs te | ‘éatdeeit of the United 
premium—so long as the currency, that great social | pressively called. It is absolutely disgusting to see a? ua Halk rigs rmed “him that he would 
concern, shall b> abandoned by government andj how the brood swarms in the most frequented streets States, Had Deen edit e ade day at 12 o’clock. 
the U. S., and after their example, the states shall | of our great cities—Broadway, Chesnut street, &c. get matter’ Mt " Aheaiath Van Buren rivate 
content themselves with hoarding taxes, gathered Innumerable. As when the potent rod owt oF ti ste ide t, appeared at the bat of 
in gold and silver, till they be disbursed to their} Of Amram’s son, in Egypt’s evil day, secretary of ith hee ft il sett addline from the 
officers and contractors—to be—what? What dis-| Waved round the coast, up call’da pitchy cloud | the cere as Veul Wy the decretety: 
posal will be made of them? Of locusts, wafting on the eastern wind, “schtmer:rnh ademrapde lo < Ms rear 
_ Pray. let us enter into a little detail in this mat-| ‘That o’er the realm of impious Pharoah hung nist 
pk Yon will find it instructive—you will see Like night, and darkened all the land of Nile: Fellow citizens of the senate A; 
‘at what I say, on this subject, in more general} So numberless were those bad angels seen. and house of representatives: ’ 
‘erms, In my speech on the sub-treasury bill, is fully | ‘The title of the bill ought to be changed accord-| We have reason to renew the expression of our 
Supported by incontestible facts. Speaking of ex- | ingly—the more especially, as it happens to be non- | devout gratitude to the GIVER OF ALL Goop for his 
acting payment of taxes in gold and silver, -when {sense and bad grammar as it stands*—into a “bill| benign protection. Our country presents, on every 
they were at a preminm of 9 or 10 per cent., [| to encourage shavers and shaving.” side, the evidence of that continued favor, under 
affirm, “that such a measure would have been al — whose auspices it has gradually risen from a few 
= wanton act of oppression upon the people of| ***A bill imposing additional duties, as deposito- | feeble and dependent colonies to a prosperous and 
ie states, for no earthly good purpose whatever. | ries, in certain cases, on public officers,” &c. mean-| powerful confederacy. We are blessed with do- 
{ would have been simply authorising usurers and ing, I suppose, ‘on public officers, as depositarves.” | mestic tranquillity, and all the elements of national 
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prosperity. The pestilence which, invading, for a 
time, some flourishing portions of the union, inter- 
rupted the general prevalence of unusual health, 
has happily been limited in extent, and arrested in 
its fatal career. The industry and prudence of our 
citizens are gradually relieving them from the pe- 
cuni embarrassments under which portions of 
them have labored; judicious legislation, and the 
natural and boundless resources of the country, 
have afforded wise and timely aid to private enter- 
prise; and the activity always characteristic of our 
people has already, in a great degree, resumed its 
usual and profitable channels. 

The condition of our foreign relations has not 
materially changed since the last annual message 
of my predecessor. We remain at peace with all 
nations; and no efforts on my part, consistent with 
the preservation of our rights and the honor of our 
country, shall be spared to maintain a position so 
consonant to our institutions. We have faithfully 
sustained the foreign policy with which the United 
States, under the guidance of their first president, 
took their stand in the family of nations—that of re- 
gulating their intercourse with other powers by the 
approved principles of private life; asking and ac- 
cording equal rights alk equal privileges; rendering 
and demanding justice in all cases; advancing their 
own, and discussing the pretensions of others, with 
candor, directness and sincerity; appealing at all 
times to reason, but never yielding to force, nor 
seeking to acquire any thing for themselves by its 
exercise. 

A rigid adherence to this policy has left this go- 
vernment with scarcely aciaim upon its justice, for 
injuries arising from acts committed by its anthori- 
ty. The most imposing and perplexing of those 
of the United States upon foreign governments, for 
aggressions upon our citizens, were disposed of by 
my predecessor. Independently of the benefits 
conferred upon our citizens, by restoring to the mer- 
cantile community so many millions of which they 
had been wrongfully divested, a great service was 
also rendered to his country by the satisfactory ad- 
justment of so many ancient and irritating subjects 
of contention; and it reflects no ordinary credit on 
his successful administration of public affairs, that 
this great object was accomplished, without com- 
promising, on any occasion, either the honor, or the 
peace of the nation. 

With European powers no new subjects of diffi- 
culty have arisen; and those which were under dis- 
cussion, although not terminated, do not present a 
more unfavorable aspect for the future preservation 
of that good understanding, which it has ever been 
our desire to cultivate. 

Of pending questions, the most important is that 
which exists with the government of Great Britian, 
in respect to our North Eastern boundary. Itis with 
unfeigned regret, that the people of the United 
States must look back upon the abortive efforts 
made by the executive, for a period of more than 
half a century, to determine, what no nation should 
suffer long to remain in dispute, the true line which 
divides its possessions from those of other powers. 
The nature of the settlements on the borders of the 
United States, and of the neighboring territory, was 
for a season such, that this perhaps was not indis- 
pensable to a faithful performance of the duties of 
the federal government. ‘Time has, however, 
changed this state of things; and has brought about 
a condition of ailairs, in which the true interests of 
both countries imperatively require that this ques- 
tion should be put at rest. Itis not to be disguised, 
that with full confidence, often expressed, in the 
desire of the British government to terminate it, we 
are apparently as far from its adjustment as we were 
at the time of signing the treaty of peace in 1783. 
The sole result of long pending negotiations, and a 
perplexing arbitration, appears to be a conviction, 
on its part, that a conventional line must be adopt- 
ed, from the impossibility of ascertaining the true 
one according to the description contained in that 
treaty. Without coinciding in this opinion, which 
is not thought to be well founded, my predecessor 

ave the strongest proof of the earnest desire of the 

nited States to terminate satisfactorily this dis- 
pute, by proposing the substitution of a convention- 
al line, if the consent of the states interested in the 
question could be obtained. To this proposition, 
no answer has as yet been received. The attention 
of the British government has, however, been ur- 
gently invited to the subject, and its reply cannot, I 
am confident, be much longerdelayed. The gene- 
ral relations between Great Britain and the United 
States are of the most friendly character, and I am 
well satisfied of the sincere disposition of that go- 
vernment to maintain them upon their present foot- 
ing. This disposition has also, 1 am persuaded, be- 
come more general with the people of England 
than at any previous period. It is scarcely neces- 
sary to say to you, how cordially it is reciprocated 


by the government and people of the United 
States. The conviction which must be common 
to all, of the injurious consequences that result from 
keeping open this irritating question, and the cer- 
tainty that its final settlement cannot be much 
longer deferred, will, I trust, lead to an early and 
satisfactory adjustment. At your last session, I 
laid before you the recent communications between 
the two governments, and between this govern- 
ment and that of the state of Maine, in whose soli- 
citude, concerning a subject in which she has so 
ri an interest, every portion of the union partici- 
ates. 

The feelings produced by a temporary interrup- 
tion of those harmonious relations between France 
and the United States, which are due as well to the 
recollection of former times as to a correct appre- 
ciation of existing interests, have been happily suc- 
ceeded by a cordial disposition on both sides to cul- 
tivate an active friendship in their future inter- 
course. The opinion, undoubtedly correct, and 
steadily entertained by us, that the commercial 
relations at present existing between the two coun- 
tries, are susceptible of great and reciprocally bene- 
ficial improvements, is obviously gaining ground 
in France; and I am assured of the disposition of 
that government to favor the accomplishment of 
such an object. This disposition shall be met in 
a proper spirit on our part. The few and com- 
paratively unimportant questions that remain to 
be adjusted between us, can, I have no noubt, be 
p> a with entire satisfaction, and without diffi- 
culty. 

Between Russia and the United States, sentiments 
of good will continue to be mutually cherished.— 
Our minister recently accredited to that court, has 
been received with a frankness and cordiality, and 
with evidences of respect for his country, which 
leave us no room to doubt the preservation in future 
of those amicable and liberal relations which have 
so long and so uninterruptedly existed between the 
two countries. On the few subjects under discus- 
sion between us, an early and just decision is confi- 
dently anticipated. 

A correspondence has been opened with the go- 
vernment of Austria, for the establishment of di- 
plomatic relations, in conformity with the wishes of 
congress, as indicated by an appropriation act of 
the session of 1837, and arrangements made for the 
purpose, which will be duly carried into effect. 

With Austria and Prussia, and with the states of 
the German empire, now composing with the latter 
the commercial league, our political relations are of 
the most friendly character, whilst our commercial 
intercourse is gradually extending, with benefit to 
all who are engaged in it. 

Civil war yet rages in Spain, producing intense 
suffering to its own people; and to other nations in- 
convenience and regret. Our citizens who have 
claims upon that country will be prejudiced for a 
time by the condition of its treasury, the inevita- 
ble consequence of long-continued and exhausting 
internal wars. The last instalment of the interest 
of the debt due under the convention with the queen 
of Spain has not been paid; and similar failures 
may be expected to happen, until a portion of the 
resources of her kingdom can be devoted to the 
extinguishment of its foreign debt. 

Having received satisfactory evidence that dis- 
criminating tonnage duties were charged upon the 
vessels of the United States in the ports of Portu- 
gal, a proclamation was issued on the 11th day of 
October last, in compliance with the act of May 
25, 1832, declaring that fact; and the duties on fo- 
reign tonnage which were levied upon Portuguese 
vessels in the United States, previously to the pas- 
sage of that act, are accordingly revived. 

The act of July 4, 1886, suspending the discri- 
minating duties upon the produce of Portugal im- 
ported into this country in Portuguese vessels, was 
passed upon the application of that government, 
throngh its representative here, under the belief 
that no similar discrimination existed in Portugal 
to the prejudice of the United States. I regret to 
state that such duties are now exacted in that coun- 
try, upon the cargoes of American vessels; and as 
the act referredto, vests no discretion in the execu- 
tive, it is for congress to determine upon the ex- 
pediency of further legislation on the subject. 
Against these discrimations, affecting the vessels of 
this country and their cargoes, seasonable remon- 
strance was made, and notice was given to the 
Portuguese government, that unless they should be 
discontinued, the adoption of countervailing mea- 
sures on the part of the United States would be- 
come necessary; but the reply of that government, 
received at the department of state through our 
charge d’ affaires at Lisbon, in the month of Sep- 
tember last, afforded no ground to hope for the 
abandonment of a system, so little in harmony with 





the treatment shown to the vessels of Portugal and | 


ee 


pais eee the ports of this country and so 
contrar +t at 
pe ks o the expectations we had a right to en. 

With Holland, Sweden, Denmark. N io 
Belgium, a friendly intercourse has hong _ 
ruptedly maintained. wer. 
_ With the government of the Ottoman Porte ang 
its dependencies on the coast of the Mediterraneg 
nee and good will are carefully cultivated rg 

ave been fostered by such good offices as the rel 
tive distance and the condition of those countries 
would permit. vas 

Our commerce with Greece is earried on under 
the laws of the two governments, reciprocally bene 
ficial to the navigating interests of both; and I have 
reason to look forward to the adoption of other mea. 
sures which will be more extensively and perma- 
nently advantageous. 

Copies of the treaties concluded with the govern- 
ments of Siam and Muscat are transmitted for the 
information of congress, the ratifications having been 
received, and the treaties made public, since the 
close of the last annual session. Already have we 
reason to congratulate ourselves on the prospect of 
considerable commercial benefit; and we have, be- 
sides, received from the sultan of Muscat prompt 
evidence of his desire to cultivate the most friendly 
feelings, by liberal acts toward one of our vessels 
bestowed in a manner so striking as to require on 
our part a grateful acknowledgment. 

Our commerce with the Islands of Cuba and 
Porto Rico still labors under heavy restrictions, the 
continuance of which is a subject of regret. The 
only effect of an adherence to them will be to bene- 
fit the navigation of other countries, at the expense 
both of the United States and Spain. 

The independent nations of this continent have, 
ever since they emerged from the colonial state, ex- 
perienced severe trials in their progress to the per- 
manent establishment of liberal political institutions. 
Their unsettled condition not only interrupts their 
own advances to prosperity, but has often seriously 
injured the other powers of the world. The claims 
of our citizens upon Peru, Chili, Brazil, the Ar- 
gentine republic, the governments formed out of the 
republics of Colombia and Mexico, are still pend- 
ing, although many of them have been presented 
for €xamination more than twenty years. New 
Granada, Venezuela and Ecuador, have recently 
formed a convention forthe purpose of ascertaining 
and adjusting claims upon the republic of Colom- 
bia, from which it is earnestly hoped our citizens 
will, ere long, receive full compensation for the in- 
juries originally inflicted upon them, and for the 
delay in affording it. 

An advantageous treaty of coinmerce has been 
concluded by the United States with the Peru Bo- 
livian confederation, which wants only the ratifica- 
tion of that government. The progress of a subse- 
quent negotiation for the settlement of claims upon 
Peru, has been unfavorably affected by the war be- 
tween that power and Chili, and the Argentine re- 
public; and the same event is also likely to produce 
delays in the settlement of our demands on those 
powers. 

The aggravating circumstances connected with 
our claims upon Mexico, and a variety of events 
touching the honor and integrity of our government, 
led my predecessor to make, at the second session 
of the last congress, a special recommendation of 
the course to be pursued to obtain a speedy and 
final satisfaction of the injuries complained of by 
this government and by our citizens. He recom- 
mended a final demand of redress, with a contin- 


= 


that demand should be made in vain. From the 
proceedings of congress on that recommendation, 
it appeared, that the opinion of both branches of the 
legislature coincided with that of the executive, 
that any mode of redress known to the law of na- 
tions might justifiably be used. It was obvious, 
too, that congress believed, with the president, 
that another demand should be made, in order to 
give undeniable anc satisfactory proof of our desire 
to avoid extremities with a neighboring power; but 
that there was an indisposition to vest a discretion- 
ary authority in the executive to take redress, 
should it unfortunately be either denied or unrea- 
sonably delayed by the Mexican government. 50 
soon as the necessary documents were prepared, 
after entering upon the duties of iny office, a spe- 
cial messenger was sent to Mexico, to make a final 
demand of redress, with the documents required by 
the provisions of our treaty. The demand was 
made onthe 20th of July last. The reply, which 
bears date the 29th of the same month, contains as- 
surances of a desire, on the part of that government, 
to give a prompt and explicit answer respecting 
each of the complaints, but that the examination of 
them would necessarily be deliberate; that in this 





examination, it would be guided by the principles 





gent authority to the executive to make reprisals, if 
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of public law and the obligation of treaties; that 
nothing should be left undone that might lead to 
the most speedy and equitable adjustment of our 
jemands; and that its determination, in respect to 
each case, should be communicated through the 
Mexican minister here. 

Since that time, an envoy extraordinary and 
minister plenipotentiary has been accredited to this 

overnment by that of the Mexican republic. He 
brought with him assurances of a sincere desire that 
the pending differences between the two govern- 
ments should be terminated in a manner satisfacto- 
ry to both. He was received with reciprocal as- 
surances; and a hope was entertained that bis mis- 
sion would lead to a speedy, satisfactory, and final 
adjustment of all existing subjects of complaint. A 
sincere believer in the wisdom of the pacific policy 
by which the United States have always been go- 
verned in their intercourse with foreign nations, it 
was my particular desire, from the proximity oi the 
Mexican tepublic, and well kaown occurrences on 
our frontier, to be instrumental in obviating all ex- 
isting difficulties with that government, and in re- 
storing the intercourse between the two repub- 
lics, to that liberal-and friendly character by which 
they should always be distinguished. I regret, 
therefore, the more deeply to have found in the re- 
cent communications of that government so little 
reason to hope that any future efforts of mine for 
the accomplishment of those desirable objects would 
be successful. 

Although the larger number, and many of them 
aggravated cases of peste wrongs, have been now 
for years before the Mexican government, and 
some of the causes of national complaint, and those 
of the mest offensive character, admitted of imme- 
diate, simple and satisfactory replies, it is only 
within a few days past that any specific communi- 
cation in answer to our last demand, made five 
months ago, has been received from the Mexican 
minister. By the report of the secretary of state, 
herewith presented, and the accompanying docu- 
inents, it will be seen, that for not one of our pub- 
lic complaints has satisfaction been given or offer- 
ed; that for but one of the cases of personal wrong 
has been favorably considered; and that but four 
cases of both descriptions, out of all those formally 
presented, and earnestly pressed, have as yet been 
decided upen by the Mexican government. 

Not perceiving in what manner any of the powers 
given to the executive alone could be farther use- 
iully employed in bringing this untortunate contro- 
versy to a satisfactory termination, the subject was 
by my predecessor referred to congress, a8 one cail- 
ing for its interposition. In accordance with the 
clearly understood wishes of the legislature, another 
and formal demand for satisfaction has been made 
upon the Mexican government, with what success 
the documents now communicated will show. On 
a careful and deliberate examination of their con- 
tents, and considering the spirit manifested by the 
Mexican governmeat, it has become my painful 
duty to return the subject, as it now stands, to con- 
gress, to whom it belongs, to decide upon the time, 
the mode, and the measure of redress. Whatever 
inay be your decision, it shall be faithfully execut- 
ed, confident that it will be characterized by that 
moderation and justice which will, I trust under all 
circumstances, govern the councils of our couutry. 

The balance in the treasury on the first day of 
January, 1837, was forty-five millions nine hundred 
and sixty-eight thousand five hundred and twenty- 
three dollars. The receipts during the present 
year from all sources, including the amount of trea- 
sury notes issued, are estimated at twenty-three 
millions four hundred and ninety-nine thousand 
nine hundred and eighty-one dollars, constituting 
an aggregate of sixty-nine millions four hundred 
and sixty-eight thousand five hundred and four dol- 
lars. Of this amount, about thirty-five millions two 
hundred and eighty-one thousand three hundred 
and sixty-one dollars will have been expended at 
the end of the year on appropriations made by con- 
gress; and the residue, amounting to thirty-four 
taillions one hundred and eighty-seven thousand one 
hundred and forty-three dollars, will be the nominal 
balance in the treasury on the first of January next. 
But of that sum, only one million eighty-five thou- 
sand four hundred and ninety-eight dollars is con- 
Sidered as immediately available for, and applicable 
to, public purposes. Those portions of it which 


will be for some time unavailable, consist chiefly of 


Sums deposited with the states; and due from the 
former deposite banks. The details upon this sub- 
Ject will be found in the annual report of the secre- 
tary of the treasury. The amount of treasury potes, 
Which it will be necessary to issue during the year 
on account of those funds being unavailable, wiil, it 
1S supposed, not exceed four and a half millions. 
It seemed proper, in the condition of the country, 
to have the estimates on all subjects made as low 


as practicable, without prejudice to any great pub- 
lic measures. The departments were, therefore, 
desired to prepare their estimates accordingly, and 
I am happy to find that they have been able to gra- 
duate them on so economical a scale. In the great 
and often unexpected fluctuations to which the re- 
venue is subjected, it is not possible to compute 
the receipts beforehand with great certainty; but 
should they not differ essentially from present anti- 
cipations, and should the appropriations not mueh 
exceed the estimates, no difficulty seems likely to 
happen in defraying the current expenses with 
promptitude and fidelity. 

Notwithstanding the great embarrassments which 
have recently occurred in commercial affairs, and 
the liberal indulgence which, in conseqnence of 
these embarrassments, has been extended to both 
the merchants and the banks, it is gratifying to be 
able to anticipate that the treasury notes, which 
have been issued during the present year, will 
be redeemed, and that the resources of the treasu- 
ry, without any resort to loans or increased taxes, 
will prove ample for defraying all charges imposed 
on it during 1838. 

The report of the secretary of the treasury will 
afford you a more minute exposition of all matters 
connected with the administration of the finances 
during the current year; a period which, for the 
amount of public moneys disbursed and deposited 
with the states, as well as the financial difficulties 
encountered and overcome, has few parallels in our 
history. 

Your attention was, at the last session, invited to 
the necessity of additional legislative provisions in 
respect to the collection, safe-keeping, and transfer 
of the public money. No law having been then 
matured, and not understanding the proceedings of 
congress as intended to be final, it becomes my 
duty again to bring the subject to your notice. 

On that occasion, three modes of performing this 


branch of the public service were presented for 


consideration. These were: the creation of a na- 
tional bank; the revival, with modifications, of the 
deposite system established by the act of the 23d of 
June, 1836, permitting the use of the public mo- 
neys by the bunks; and the discontinuance of the 
use of such institutions for the purposes referred to, 
with suitable provisions for their accomplishment 
through the agency of public officers. Considering 
the opinions of both houses of congress on the two 
first propositions as expressed in the negative, in 
which | entirely concur, it is unnecessary for me 
again to recur to them. In respect to the last, you 
have had an opportunity, since your adjournment, 
not only to test still further the expediency of the 
measure, by the continued practical operation of 
such parts of it as are now in force, but also to dis- 
cover (what should ever be sought for and regarded 
with the utmost deference) the opinions and wishes 
of the people. The national will is the supreme 
law of the republic; and, on all subjects within the 
limits of his constitutional powers, should be faith- 
fully obeyed by the public servant. Since the mea- 
sure in question was submitted to your considera- 
tion, most of you have enjoyed the advantage of 
personal communication with your constituents. 
For one state only has an election been held for the 
federal government; but the early day at which it 
took place deprives the measure under considera- 
tion of inuch of the support it might otherwise have 
derived from the result. Local elections for state 
officers have, however, been held in several of the 
states, at which the expediency of the plan propos- 


ed. You will, I am confident, yield to their results 
the respect due to every expression of the public 
voice. Desiring, however, to arrive at truth and a 
just view of the subject in all its bearings, you will 
at the same time remember that questions of far 
deeper and more immediate lJecal interest than the 
fiscal plans of the national treasury were involved 
in those elections. Above all, we cannot overlook 
the striking fact, that there were at the time in those 
states more than one hundred and sixty millions of 
bank capital, of which large portions were subject 
to actual forfeiture, other large portions upheld 
only by special and limited legislative indulgences, 
and most of it, if not all, to a greater or less extent, 
dependent for a continuance of its corporate ¢xis- 
tence upon the will of the state legislatures to be 
then chosen. Apprized of this circumstance, you 
will judge whether it is not most probable that the 
peculiar condition of that vast interest in these re- 
spects, the extent to which it has been spread 
through all the ramifications of societv, its direct 
connection with the then pending elections, and the 
feelings it was calculated to infuse into the canvass 
have exercised a far greater influence over the re- 





sult, than any which could possibly have been pro- 
duced by a conflict of opinion in respect to a ques- 


‘tion in the administration of the general govern- 


ed by the executive has been more or less diseuss- | 





ment, more remote and far less important in its 
bearings upon that interest. f 

I have iound no reason to change my own opl}- 
nion as to the expediency of adopting the system 
Exepenes being perfectly satisfied that there will 
e neither stability nor safety, either in the fiscal 
affairs of the government, or in the peeuniary 
transaction ef individuals and corporations, so long 
as a connection exists between thes, which, like 
the past, offers such strong inducements to make 
them the subjects of political agitation. Indeed, I 
am more than ever convinced of the dangers to 
which the free and unbiassed exercise of political 
opinion—the only sure foundation and safeguard of 
republican govegnment—would be exposed by any 
further increase of the already overgrown intluence 
of corporate authorities. I cannot, therefore, con- 
sistently with my views of duty, advise a renewal 
of a connection which circumstances have dissolved. 

The discontinuance of the use of state banks for 
fiscal purposes ought not to be regarded as a mea- 
sure of hostility toward those institutions. Banks, 
properly established and conducted, are highly 
useful to the business of the country, and will 
doubtless continue to exist in the states, so long as 
they conform to their Jaws, and are found to be 
safe and beneficial. How they should be created, 
what privileges they should enjoy, under what re- 
sponsibilities they should act, and to what restric- 
tions they should be subject, are questions which, 
as I observed on a previous occasion, belong to the 
states to decide. Upon their rights, or the exercise 
of them, the general government can have no mo- 
tive to encroach. Its duty towards them is well 
performed, when it refrains frem legislating for 
their special benefit, because such legislation would 
violate the spirit of the constitution, and be unjust 
to other interests; when it takes no steps to impair 
their usefulness, but so manages ifs own aflairs as 
to make it the interest of these institutions to 
strengthen and improve their condition for the se- 
curity and welfare of the community at large. 
They have no right to insist on a connection with 
the federal government, nor on the use of the pub- 
lic money for their own benefit. The object of 
the measure under consideration is, to avoid, for 
the future, a compulsory connection of this kind. 
It proposes to place the general government, in re- 
me to the essential points of the collection, safe- 
ceeping and transfer of the public money, in a 
situation which shall relieve it from all dependence 
on the will of irresponsible individuals or corpora- 
tions; to withdraw those moneys from the uses of 
private trade, and confide them to agents constitu- 
tionally selected and controjled by law; to abstain 
from improper interference with the industry of 
the people, and withhold inducements to improvi- 
dent dealings on the part of individuals; to give 
stability to the concerns of the treasury; to pre- 
serve the measures of the government from the 
unavoidable reproaches that flow from such a con- 
nection, and the banks themselves from the inju- 
rious effects of a supposed participation in the po- 
litical conflicts of the day, from which they will 
otherwise find it difficult to escape. 

These are my views upon this important subject: 
formed after careful reflection, and with no desire 
but to arrive at what is mostly likely to promote 
the public interest. They are now, as they were 
before, submitted with unfeigned deference for the 
opinions of others. It was hardly to be hoped that 
changes so important, on a subject so interesting, 
could be made without producing a serious diversi- 
ty of opinion; but so long as those conflicting views 
are kept above the influence of individual or local 
interests; so long as they pursue only the general 
good, and are discussed with moderation and can- 
dor, such diversity is a benefit, not an injury. Ifa 
majority of congress see the public welfare in a 
different light; and inore especially if they should 
be satisfied that the measure proposed would not be 
acceptable to the people; I shall look to their wis- 
dom to substitute such as may be wore conducive 
to the one, and more satisfactory to the other. In 
any event, they may confidently rely on my hearty 
co-operation to the fullest extent, which my views 
of the constitution and my sense of duty will per- 
mit. 

It is obviously important to this branch of the 
public service, and to the business and quiet of the 
country, that the whole subject should in some way 
be settled and regulated by law; and, if possible, at 
your present session. Besides the plans above re- 
ferred to, I am not aware that any one has been 
suggested, except that of keeping the public meney 
in the state banke in special deposite. This plan is, 
to some extent, in accordance with the practice of 
the government, and with the present arrangement 
of the treasury department; which, except, perhaps, 
during the operation of the late deposite act, has al- 
ways been allowed, even during the existence of a 
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national bank, to make a temporary use of the state 
banks, in 
portions of the revenue. This discretionary power 
inight be continued, if congress deem it desirable, 
whatever general system may be adopted. So long 
as the connection is voluntary, we need perhaps an- 
ticipate few of those difficulties, and little of that 
dependence, on the banks, which must attend every 
such connection when compulsory in its nature, and 
when so arranged as to make the banks a fixed part 
of the inachinery of government. It is undoubted- 
Jy in the power of congress so to regulate and guard 
it as to prevent the public money from being appli- 
ed to the use, or intermingled with the affairs, of 
individuals. Thus arranged, although it would not 
give to the government that enttre control over its 
own funds which I desire to secure to it by the plan 
I have proposed, it would, it must be admitted, in a 
reat degree, accomplish one of the objects which 
has recommended that plan to my judgment—the 
separation of the fiscal concerns of the government 
from those of individuals or corporations. With 
these observations, [ recommend the whole matter 
to your dispassionate reflection; confidently hoping 
taat sone conclusion may bereached by your delib- 
erations, which, on the one hand, shall give safety 
and stability to the fiscal operations of the govern- 
inent; and be consisteat, on the other, with the ge- 
nius of our institutions, and with the interests and 
wishes of the great mass of our constituents. 

it was my hope that nothing would occur to make 
necessary, on this oceasion, any allusion to the late 
national bank. There are circumstances, however, 
connected with the present state of its aifairs that 
bear so directly on the character of the government 
and the welfare of the citizen, that I should not feel 
tayself exensed in neglecting to notice them. The 
charter which terminated its banking privileges 
on the fourth of March, 1836, continued its corpo- 
rate powers two years more, for the sole purpose of 
closing its affairs, with authority “to use the corpo- 


rate name, style and capacity, for the purpose of | 
suits for a final settlement and liquidation of the af- | 
fairs and acts of the corporation, and for the sale and | 


disposition of their estate, real, personal and mixed, 
but for no other purpose or in any other manner 


whatsoever.”” Just before the banking privileges | 
ceased, its effects were transferred by the bank to a| 


new state institution then recently incorporated, in 
trust, for the discharge of its debts and the settle- 
inent of its alfairs. With this trustee, by anthority 


articular places, for the safe keeping of 








its name, and apparently upon the authority of the 
United States. The transactions connected with 
the employment of the bills of the old bank are of 
vast extent; and should they result unfortunately, 
the interests of individuals may be deeply coimpro- 
mised. Without undertaking to decide how far, or 
in what form, if any, the trustee could be made 
liable for notes which contain no obligation on its 
part; or the old bank, for such as are put in circu- 
lation afler the expiration of its charter, and with- 
out its aathority; or the government for indemnity, 
in case of loss, the question still presses itself upon 
your consideration, whether it is consistent with 
duty and good faith on the part of the government, 
to witness this proceeding withouta single eifort to 
arrest it. 

The report of the commissioner of the general 
land office, which will be laid before yon by the 
secretary of the treasury, will show how the affairs 
of that office have been conducted for the past 
year. The disposition of the public lands is one 
of the most important trusts confided to congress. 
The practicability of retaining the title and control 
of such extensive domains in the general govern- 
ment, and at the same time admitting the territo- 
ries embracing them into the federal union as co- 
equals with the original states, was seriously doubt- 
ed by many of our wisest statesmen. All feared 
that they would become a source of discord, and 
many carried their apprehensions so far as to see 
in them the seeds of a future dissolution of the 
confederacy. But happily our experience has al- 
ready been sufficient to quiet, in a great degree, all 
such apprehensions. The position, at one time 
assumed—that the admission of new states into the 
union onthe same footing with the original states, 
was incompatible with a right of soil in the United 
States, and operated as a surrender thereof, not- 
withstanding the terms of the compacts by which 
their admission was designed to be regulated—has 
been wisely abandoned. Whether in the new or 
the old states, all now agree that the right of soil 


to the public lands remains in the federal govern- | 


ment, and that these lands constitute a common 
property, to be disposed of for the common benefit 
of all the states, old and new. Acquiescence in 
this just principle by the people of the new states 
has naturally promoted a disposition to adopt the 
most liberal policy in the sale of the public lands. 
A policy which should be limited to the mere ob- 


ject of selling the lands for the greatest possible 





of the United States. The increase since cannot 


be aceurately known, but the whole may now be 
safely estimated at over three and a haif Millio 
of souls; comprising nine states, the representa} vs 
of which constitute above one-third of the ‘a 
and over one-sixth of the house of re 
of the United States. 

Thus has been formed a body of free and inde. 
pendent landholders, with a rapidity tnequalled jn 
the history of mankind; and this great result hag 
been produced without leaving any thing for future 
adjustment between the government and its citj. 
zens. ‘The system under which so much has been 
accomplished cannot be intrinsically bad, and with 
occasional modifications, to correct abuses and 
adapt it to changes of circumstances, may, I think 
be safely trusted for the future. There is, in the 
management of such extensive interests, much vir- 
tue in stability; and althoegh great and obvious 
improvements should not ‘be declined, changes 
should never be made without the fullest examina- 
tion, and the clearest demonstration of their practi- 
cal utility. In the history of the past, we have an 
assurance that this safe rule of action will not be 
departed froin in relation to the public lands; nor 
is it believed that any necessity exists for interfer- 
ing with the fundamental principles of the system, 
or that the public mind, even in the new states, is 
desirous of any radical alterations. On the contra- 
ry, the general disposition appears to be, to make 
such modifications and additions only as will the 
more effectually carry out the original policy of 
filling our new states and territories with an indus- 
trious and independent population. 

The modification most perseveringly pressed 
upon congress, which has ocerpied so much of its 
time for years past, and will probably do so for a 
long time to come, if not sooner satisfactorily adjust- 
ed, is a reduction in the cost of such portions of 
| the public lands as are ascertained to be unsaleable 
at the rate now established by law, and a gradua- 
| tion, according to their relative value, of the prices 
at which they may hereafter be sold. It is worthy 
of consideration whether justice may not be done 
to every interest in this matter, and a vexed ques- 
tion set at rest, perbaps for ever, by a reasonable 
compromise of conflieting opinions. Hitherto, af- 
ter being offered at public sale, lands have been 
disposed of at one uniform price, whatever diiier- 
ence there might be in their intrinsie value. The 
leading considerations urged in favor of the measure 
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senate, 
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of conzress, an adjustment was subsequently made | sum of money, without regard to bigher considera- | referred to, are, that in almost all the land districts, 


of the large interest which the government had in| tions, finds but few advocates. 
The manner in which | 
a trust unexpectedly created upon the act granting | position adopted by the government, shonid always | 


the stock of the institution. 


the charter, and involving such great public inter- 
ests, has been executed, would, under any circum- 
stances, be a fit subject of inquiry; but much more 


dos it deserve your attention, when itembraces the | 


rcdemption of obligations to which the authority and 


credit of the United States have given value. The 
two years allowed are now nearly at an end. It is 


well understood that the trustee has not redeemed 
and cancelled the ontstanding notes of the bank, 
but has reissued, and is actually reissuing, since the 
3d of March, 1836, the notes which have been re- 
ceived by it toa vast amount. According to its 
own official statement, so lateas the first of October 
Jast, nineteen months after the banking privileges 
given by the charter had expired, it had under its 
control uncancelled notes of the late bank of the 
United States to the amount of twenty-seven mil- 
lions five hundred and sixty-one thousand eight 
hundred and sixty-six dollars, of which six millions 
one hundred and seventy-five thousand eight hun- 
dred and sixty-one dollars were in actual circula- 
tion, one million four hundred and sixty-eight thou- 
sand six hundred and twenty-seven dollars at state 
bank agencies, and three millions two thousand three 
hundred and ninety dollars in transitu; thus show- 
ing that upwards of ten millions and a half of the 
notes of the old bank were then still kept outstand- 
ing. The impropriety of this procedure is obvi- 
ous: it being the duty of the trustee to cancel and 
not to put forth the notes of an institution, whose 
concerns it had undertaken to wind up. If the 
trustee has a right to reissue these notes now, I can 
see no reason why it may not continue to do so af- 
ter the expiration of the two years. As no one 
could have anticipated a course so extraordinary, 
the prohibitory clause of the charter above quoted 
was not accompained by any penalty or other spe- 
special provision for enforcing it; nor have we any 
zeneral law for the prevention of similar acts in fu- 
ture. 

But it is not in this view of the subject alone 
that your interposition is required. The United 
States, in settling with the trustee for their stock, 
have withdrawn their funds from their former di- 
rect ability to the creditors of the old bank, yet 
notes of the institution coatinue to be sent forth in 





On the contrary, it 
is generally conceded, that whilst the mode of dis- 


be a prudent one, yet its leading object ought to 
be the early settlement and cultivation of the lands 
sold; and that it should discountenance, if it can- 
not prevent, the accuinniation of large tracts in 
the same hands, which must necessarily retard the 
yrowth of the new states, or entail upon them a 
dependent tenantry, and its attendant evils. 

A question embracing such important interests 
and so well calculated to enlist the feelings of the 
people in every quarter of the union, bas very natu- 
rally given rise to numerous plans for the improve- 
mentofthe existing system. The istinctive features 


. . Y . . . } 
of the policy that has hitherto prevailed, are to dis- 


pose of the public lands at moderate prices, thus 
enabling a greater number to enter into competi- 
tion for their purchase, and accomplishing a double 
object of promoting their rapid settlement by the 
purchasers, and at the same time increasing tie re- 
ceipts of the treasury; to sell for cash, thereby pre- 
venting the disturbing influence of a large mass of 
private citizens indebted to the government, which 
they have a voice in controliing; to bring them into 
market no faster than good lands are supposed to 
be wanted for improvements, thereby preventing 


the accumulation of large tracts in few hands; and, 
to apply the proceeds of the sales to the general 


purposes of the government; thus diminishing the 
amount to be raised from the people of the states 
by taxation, and giving each state its portion of the 
benefits to be derived from the common fund ina 
manner the most quiet, and at the same time, per- 
haps, the most equitable, that can be devised. 
These provisions, with occasional enactments in 
behalf of special interests deemed entitled to the 
favor of the government, have, in their execution, 
produced results as beneficial upon the whole as 
could reasonably be expected in a matter so vast, 
so complicated, and so exciting. Upwards of se- 
venty miilions of acres have been sold, the greater 
part of which is believed to have been purchased 
for actnal settlement. The population of the new 
states and territories created out of the public do- 
main, increased between 1800 and 1830 from less 
than sixty thousand to upwards of two millions 
three hundred thousand souls, constituting, at the 
latter period, about one-fifth of the whole people 


| and particularly in those in which the lands have 
| been long surveyed and exposed to sale, there are stil! 
remaining numerous end large tracts of every gra- 
dation of value, from the government price down- 
wards; that these lands will not be purchased at 
the government price, so longas better can be con- 
veniently obtained for the same ainownt; that there 
are large tracts which even the improvements of 
the adjacent lands will never raise to that pricé; 
and that the present uniform price, combined with 
their irregular value, operates to prevent a desira- 
| ble compactness of settlement in the new states, 
and to retard the full development of that wise poli- 
cy on which our land system is founded, to the inju- 
|ry notonly of the several states where the lands lie, 
but of the United States as a whole. 

The remedy proposed has been a reduction of 
prices according to the length of time the lands 
have been in market, without reference to any 
other circumstances. The certainty that the efflux 
of time would not always in sneh cases, and per- 


| 


haps not even generally, furnish a true criterion ol 


value; and the probability that persons residing in 
ithe vicinity, as the period for the reduction of 
prices approached, would postpone purchases they 
would otherwise make, for the purpose of availing 
themselves of the lower price, with other consider- 
ations of a similar character, have hitherto been 
successfully urged to defeat the graduation upon 
time. 

May not all reasonable desires upon this subject 
be satisfied without encountering any of these ob- 
jections? All will concede the abstract principle, 
that the price of the public Jands should be propor- 
tioned to their relative value, so far as that ean be 
accomplished without departing from the rule, 
heretofore observed requiring fixed prices in cases 
of private entries. The difficulty of the subject 
seems to lie in the mode of ascertaining what that 
value is. Would not the safest plan be that which 
has been adopted by many of the states as the basis 
of taxation; an actual valuation of lands, and classifi- 
tion of them into different rates? Would it not be 
practicable and expedient to cause the relative ve- 
lne of the public lands in the old districts, which 
have been for a certain length of time in market, to 
be appraised, and classed ‘into two or more rates 
below the present minimui price, by the officers 
now employed in this branch of the public service, 
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aa 
or in any other mode deemed preferable, and to 
make those prices permanent, if upon the coming in 
of the report they shall prove satisfactory to con- 
ress? Cannot all the objects of graduation be ac- 
complished in this way, and the objections which 
have hitherto been urged against it avoided? It 
would seem to me that such a step, with a restric- 
tion of the sales to limited quantities, and for actual 
improvement, would be free from all just excep- 


on. 
' By the full exposition of the value of the lands 
thus furnished and extensively promulgated, per- 
sons living at a distance would be informed of their 
true condition, and enabled to enter into competi- 
tion with those residing in the vicinity; the means 
of acquiring an independent home would be brought 
within the reach of many who are unable to pur- 
chase at present prices; the population of the new 
states would be made more compact, and large 
tracts would be sold which would otherwise remain 
on hand; not only would the land be brought with- 
in the means of a larger number of purchasers, but 
many persons possessed of greater means would be 
content to settle on a larger quantity of the poorer 
lands, rather than emigrate further west in pursuit 
of asmaller quantity of better lands. Such a mea- 
sure would also seem to be inore consistent with 
the policy of the existing laws—that of converting 
the public domain into cultivated farms owned by 
their occupants. That policy is not best promoted 
by sending emigrants up the almost interminable 
streams of the west, to occupy in groups the best 
spots ofiands, leaving immense wastes behind them 
and enlarging the frontier beyond the means of the 
government to aiford it adequate protection; but in 
encouraging it to occupy, with reasonable dense- 
ness, the territory over which it advances, and find 
its best defence inthe compact front which it pre- 
sents to the Indian tribes. Many of you will bring 
to the consideration of the subject the advantages 
of local knowledge and greater experience, and ail 
will be desirous of making an early and final disposi- 
tion of every disturbing question in regard to this 
important interest. If these suggestions shall in 


| 


any degree contribute to the accomplisiinent of | 


so important a result, it will afford ie sincere sa- 
tisfaction. 

In some sections of the country, most of the pub- 
lic lands have been sold, and the registers and re- 
ceivers have very little to do. It is a subject wor- 
thy of inquiry whether, in many cases, two or more 
districts may not be consolidated, and the number 
of persons employed in this business considerably 
reduced. Indeed, the time will come when it will 
be the true policy of the general government, as to 
some of the states, to transfer to them, for a reason- 
able eqnivalent, all the refuse and unsold lands, and 
to withdraw the machinery of the federal land offices 
altogether. , 
our federal system, and believe that one of its great- 
est excellencies consists in interfering as little as 
Rte g with the internal concerns of the states, 
ook forward with great interest to this result. 

A modification of the existing laws in respect to 
the prices of the public lands, might also have a fa- 
vorable influence on the legislation of congress, in 
telation to anether branch of the subject. Many 
who have not the ability to buy at present prices, 
Settel on those lands, with the bope of acquiring 
from their cultivation the means of purchasing un- 
der pre-emption laws, from tiine to time passed by 
congress. For this encroachment on the rights 


of the United States, they excuse themselves under | 


the plea of their own necessities; the fact that they 
disposess nobody, and only enter upon the waste 
domain; that they give additional value to the pub- 
lic Jands in their vicinity, and their intention ulti- 
mately to pay the government price. So much 
Weight has, from time to time been attached to these 
considerations, that congress have passed laws giv- 
ing actual settlers on the public lands a right of pre- 
emption to the tracts occupied by them at the mini- 
mum price. These laws have in all instances been 
retrospective in their operation; but in a few years 
after their passage, crowds of new settlers have 
heen found on the public lands, for similar reasons, 
and under like expectations, who have been indulg- 
ed with the same privileges. This course of legisla- 
tion tends to impair publie respect for the laws of 
the country. Either the laws to prevent intrusion 
Npon the public lands shonld be executed, or, if that 
Should be impracticable or inexpedient, they should 
be modified or repealed. If the public lands are to 
be considered as open to be occupied by any, they 
should, by law, be thrown open to all. That which 
is intended, in all instances, to be legalized, should 
at once be made legal, that those who are disposed 
to conform to the laws may enjoy at least equal pri- 
Vileges with those tvho are not. But it is not be- 
lieved to be the disposition of congress to open the 
public lands to occupancy without regular entries 


All who take a comprehensive view of 


' 





and payment of the government price, as such a 
course must tend to worse evils than the credit sys- 
tem, which it was found necessary to abolish. It 
would seem, therefore, to be the part of wisdom and 
sound policy to remove, as far as practicable, the 
causes which produce intrusions upon the public 
lands, and then take efficient steps to prevent them 
in future. Would any single measure be so ettec- 
tive in removing all piausible grounds for those in- 
trusions as the graduation of price already suggest- 
ed? A short period of industry and economy in any 
part of our country would enable the poorest citizen 
to accumulate the means to buy him a home at the 
lower prices, and leave him without apology for 
settling on lands not hisown If he did not, under 
such circumstances, he would enlist no sympathy 
in his favor; and the laws would be readily executed, 
without doing violence to public opinion. 

A large portion of our citizens have seated them- 
selves on the public lands, without anthority, since 
the passage of the last pre-emption law, and now 
ask the enactment of another, to enable thei to re- 
tain the lands occupied, upon payment of the mini- 
mum government price. They ask that which has 
been repeatedly granted before. If the future may 
be judged of by the past, little harm can be done to 
the interests of the treasury by yielding to their re- 
quest. Upon a critical examination, it is found that 
the lands sold at the public sales since the introduc- 
tion of cash payments in 1820, have produced, on 
an average, the nett revenue of only six cents an 
acre more than the minimum government price.— 
There is no reason to suppose that future sales will 
be more productive. The government, therefore, 
has no adequate pecuniary interest to induce it to 
drive these people from the lands they occupy, for 
the purpose of selling them to others. 

Entertaining these views, I recommend the pas- 
sage of a pre-emption law for their benefit, in con- 
nection with the preparatory steps toward the gra- 
duation of the price of the public lands, and farther 
and more effectual provisions to prevent intrusions 
hereaiter. Indulgence to those who have settled on | 
these lands with expectations that past legislation 
would be made a rule for the future, and at the same 
time removing the most plausible ground on which 
intrusions are excused, and adopting more efficient 
means to prevent them hereafter, appears to me the 
most judicious disposition which can be made of 
this difficult subject. The limitations and restric- 
tions to guard against abuses in the execution of a 
pre-emption law, will necessarily attract the careful 
attention of congress; but under no circumstances 
is it considered expedient to authorize floating 
claims in any shape. ‘They have been heretofore, 
and doubtless would be hereafter, most prolific 
sources of fraud and oppression, and instead of ope- 
rating to confer the favor of the government on in- 
dustrious settlers, are often used only to minister to 
a spirit of cupidity at the expense of the most meri- 
torious of that class. 

The accompanying report of the secretary of war 
will bring to your view the state of the army, and 
all the various subjects confided to the superintend- | 
ence of that officer. 

The principal part of the army has been concen- 
trated in Florida, with a view, and in the expecta- 
tion, of bringing the war in that territory toa speedy 
close. The necessity of stripping the posts on the 
maritime and inland frontiers of their entire garri- 
sons, for the purpose of assembling in the field an 
army of less than four thousand men, would seem 
to indicate the necessity of increasing our regular 
forces; and the superior efliciency as well as greatly 
diminished expense of that description of troops, 
recominend this measure as one of economy as 
well as of expediency. Irefer to the report for the 
reasons which have induced the secretary of war to 
urge the reorganization and enlargement of the staff 
of the army, and of the ordnance corps, in which I 
fully concur. 

It is not, however, compatible with the interest of 
the people to maintain, in time of peace, a regular 
force adequate to the defence of our extensive fron- 
tiers. In periodsof danger and alarm, we must rely 
principally upon a ‘vell-organized militia; and some 
general arrangement that will render this descrip- 
tion of force more efficient, has long been a subject 
of anxious solicitude. It was recommended to the 
first congress by general Washington, and has been 
since frequently brought to your notice, and recent- 
ly its importance strongly urged by my immediate 
predecessor. The provision in the constitution that 
renders it necessary to adopt an uniform systeim of 
organization for the militia throughout the United 
States, presents an insurmountable obstacle to an 
efficient arrangement by the ciassification heretofore 
proposed, and I invite your attention to the plan 
which will be submitted by the secretary of war, 
for the organization of volunteer corps, and the in- 


ofthe country. 
defined system for their improvement, the induce- 


ticable, if not equally advantageous, as a general 
arrangement of the whole militia of the United 
States. 

A moderate increase of the corps, both of military 
and topographical engineers, has been more than 
once recommended by my predecessor; and my con- 
viction of the propriety, not to say necessity of the 
measure, in order toenable them to perform the va- 
rious and important duties imposed upon them, in- 
duces me to repeat the recommendation. 

The military academy continues to answer all 
the purposes of its establishment, and not only fur- 
nishes well-educated officers to the army, but serves 
to diffuse throughout the mass of our citizens, indi- 
viduals possessed of military knowledge, and the 
scientific attainments of civil and military engineer- 
ing. At present, the cadet is bound, with consent 
of his parents or guardians, to remain in service five 
years from the period of his enlistment, unless sooner 
discharged; thus exacting only one year’s service In 
the army alter his education is completed. This 
does not appear to mesuiflicient. Government ought 
to command for a longer period the services of those 
who are educated at the public expense; and I re- 
commend that the time of enlistment be extended 
to seven years, and the terms of the engagement 
strictly enforced. 

The creation of a national foundry for cannon, 
to be coinmon to the service of the army and navy 
of the United States, has been heretofore recom- 
mended, and appears to be required in order to place 
our ordnance on an equal footing with that of other 
countries, and to enable that branch of the service 
to control the prices of those articles, and graduate 
the supplies to the wants of the government, as well 
as to regulate their quality and ensure their uni- 
formity. The saine reasons induce me to recom- 
mend the erection of a manuiactory of gunpowder, 
to be under the direction of the ordnance office.— 
The establishment of a manufactory of small arms 
west of the Alleghany mountains, upon the plan 
proposed by the secretary of war, will contribute to 
extend throughout that country the improvements 
which exist in establishments of a similar descrip- 
tion in the Atlantic states, and tend tea much more 
economical distribution of the armament required 
in the western portion of our union, 

The system of removing the Indians west of the 
Mississippi, commenced by Mr. Jefierson, in 1804, 
has been steadily persevered in by every succeeding 
president, and may be considered the settled policy 
Unconnected at first with any well 


ments held out to the Indians were confined to the 
greater abundance of game to be found in the west; 
but when the beneficial effects of their removal 
were made apparent, a more philanthropic and en- 
lightened policy was adopted, in purchasing their 
lands east of the Mississippi. Liberal prices were 
given, and provisions inserted in ail the treaties with 
them for the application of the funds they received 
in exchange, to such purposes as were best calcu- 
lated to promote their present welfare, and advance 
their future civilization. ‘These measures have been 
attended thus far with the happiest results. 

It will be seen, by referring to the report of the 
commissioner of Indian affairs, that the most san- 


this system have been realized. ‘The Choctaws, 
Cherokees, and other tribes that first emigrated he- 
yond the Mississippi, have, for the most part, aban- 


the soil. The improvement in their condition has 
been rapid, and it is believed that they are now fit- 
ted to enjoy the advantages of a simple form of go- 
vernment, which has been submitted to them and 
received their sanction; and I cannot teo strongly 
urge this subject upon the attention of congress. 

Stipulations have been made with all the Indian 
tribes to remove them beyond the Mississippi, ex- 
cept with the band of the Wyandetts, the Six Na- 
tions in New York, the Menomonees, Mandans and 
Stockbridges in Wisconsin, and Miaties in Indiana. 
With all but the Menomonees it is expected that 
arrangements for their emigration will be completed 
the present year. The resistance which has been 
opposed to their removal by some of the tribes, even 
after treaties had been made with them to that ef- 
fect, has arisen from various causes, operating dif- 
ferently on each of them. In most instances they 
have been instigated to resistance by yersons to 
whom the trade with them and the acquisition of 
their annuities were important: and in some by the 
personal influence of itterested chiefs. These ob- 
stacles inust be overcome; for the government can- 
not relinquish the execution ef this policy without 
sacrificing important interests, and abandoning the 
tribes remaining east of the Mississippi to certain 
destruction. 

The decrease in numbers of the tribes within 





struction of militia officers, as more simple and prac- 


the limits of the states and territovies has beer 


guine expectations of the friends and promoters of 


doned the hunter state, and become cuitivators of 
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most rapid. If they be removed, they can be pro- 
tected from those associations and evil practices 
which exert so pernicious and destructive an influ- 
ence over their destinies. They can be induced to 
labor, and to acquire property, and its acquisition 
will inspire them with a feeling of independence. 
Their minds can be cultivated, and they can be 
taught the value of salutary and uniform laws: and 
be made sensible of the blessings of free govern- 
ment, and capable of enjoying its advantages. In 
the possession of property, knowledge, and a good 
government, free fo give what direction they please 
to their labor, and sharers in the legislation by which 
their persons and the profits of their industry are to 
be protected and secured, they will have an ever 
present conviction of the importance of union, of 
peace among themselves, and of the preservation 
of amicable relations with us. The interests of 
the United States would also be greatly promoted 
by freeing the relations between the general and 
state governments from what has proved a most 
embarrassing incumbrance, by a satisfactory ad- 
justment of conflicting titles to lands, caused by 
the occupation of the Indians, and by causing the 
resources of the whole country to be developed by 
the power of the state and general governments, 
and improved by the enternrise of a white popula- 
tion. 

Intimately connected with this subject is the ob- 
ligation of the government to fulfil its treaty stipu- 
lations, and to protect the Indians thus assembled 
“at their new residences from all interruptions 
and disturbances from any other tribes or nations 
of Indians, or from any other person or persons 
whatsoever,” and the equally jilenin obligation to 
guard from Indian hostility its own border settle- 
ments, stretching along a line of more than one 
thousand iniles. To enable the government to re- 
deem this pledge to the Indians, and to afford ade- 
quate protection to its own citizens, will require 
the continual presence of a considerable regular 
force on the frontiers, and the establishment of a 
chain of permanent posts. Examinations of the 
country are now making, with a view to decide on 
the most suitable points forthe erection of fortresses 
and other works of defence, the results of which 
will be presented to you by the secretary of war at 


an early day, together with a plan for the effectual | 


protection of the friendly Indians, and the perma- 
nent defence of the frontier states. 

By the report of the secretary of the navy, here- 
with communicated, it appears that unremitted ex- 
ertions have been made at the different navy yards 
to carry into effect all authorized measures for the 
extension and employment of our naval force. 
The launching and preparation of the ship of the 
line Pennsylvania, and the complete repairs of the 
ships of the line Ohio, Delaware, and Columbus, 
may be noticed, as forming a respectable addition 
to this important arm of our national defence. Our 
commerce and navigation have received increased 
aid and protection during the present year. Our 
squadrons in the Pacific and on the Brazilian sta- 
tion have been much increased, and that in the 
Mediterranean, although small, is adequate to the 
present wants of our commerce in that sea. Ad- 
ditions have been made to our squadron on the 
West India station, where the large force under 
commodore Dallas has been most actively and ef- 
ficiently employed in protecting our commerce, in 
preventing the importation of slaves, and in co- 
operating with officers of the army in carrytng on 
the war in Florida. 

The satisfactory condition of our naval force 
abroad, leaves at our disposal the means of conve- 
niently providing for a ho:ne squadron, for the pro- 
tection of commerce upon our extensive coast. 
The amount of appropriations required for such a 
squadron will be found in the general estimates for 
the naval service for the year 1838. 

The naval officers engaged upon our coast sur- 
vey have rendered important service to our navi- 
gation. ‘The discovery of a new channel into the 
harbor of New York, through which our largest 
ships may pass without danger, must afford impor- 
tant commercial advantages to that harbor, and add 
creatly to its value as a naval station. ‘The accu- 
rate survey of George’s shoals off the coast of Mas- 
sachusetts, lately completed, will render compara- 
tively safe a navigation hitherto considered danger- 
ons. 

Considerable additions have been made to the 
number of captains, commanders, lieutenants, sur- 
geons, and assistant surgeons, inthe navy. These 
additions were rendered necessary, by the increased 
number of vessels put in commission, to answer 
the exigencies of our growing commerce. 

Your attention is respectfully invited to the va- 
rious suggestions of the secretary, for the improve- 
ment of the naval service. pia 
The report of the postmaster general exhibits the 


| 


ats, ber and condition of the mail service. The 
operations of the post office departinent constitute 
one of the most active elements of our national 
prosperity, and it is gratifying to observe with 
what vigor they are conducted. The mail routes 
of the United States cover an extent of about one 
hundred and forty-two thousand eight hundred and 
seventy-seven miles, having been increased about 
thirty-seven thousand one hundred and three miles 
within the last two years. The annual mail trans- 
portation on these routes is about thirty-six mil- 
lions two hundred and twenty-eight thousand nine 
hundred and sixty-two miles, having been increas- 
ed about ten millions three hundred and fifty-nine 
thousand four hundred and seventy-six miles within 
the same period. The number of post offices has 
also been increased from ten thousand seven hun- 
dred and seventy to twelve thousand and ninety- 
nine, very few of which receive the mails less than 
once a week, and a large portion of them daily. 
Contractors and postmasters in general are repre- 
sented as attending to their duties with most com- 
mendable zeal and fidelity. 

The revenue of the department, within the year 
ending on the thirtieth June last, was four millions 
one hundred and thirty-seven thousand and fifty- 
six dollars and fifty-nine cents; and its liabilities 
accruing within the same time were three millions 
three hundred and eighty thousand eight hundred 
and forty-seven dollars and seventy-five cents. 
The increase of revenue over that of the preceding 
year was seven hundred and eighty thousand one 
hundred and sixty-six dollars and forty-one cents. 

For many interesting details I refer you to the 
report of the postmaster general, with the accom- 
panying paper. Your particular attention is in- 
vited to the necessity of providing a more safe and 
convenient building for the accommodation of that 
department. 

I lay before congress copies of reports submitted 





in pursuance of a call made by me upon the heads | 
of departments, for such suggestions as their expe- | 
rience might enable them to make, as to what fur- | 
ther legislative provisions may be advantageously 
adopted to secure the faithful application of public 
moneys to the objects for which they are appro- 
priated; to prevent their misapplication or embez- 
zlement by those entrusted with the expenditure of | 
them; and generally to increase the security of the | 
government against losses in their disbursement. 
Itis needless to dilate on the importance of pro- 
viding such new safeguards as are within the power | 
of legislation to promote these ends; and J have lit- 
tle to add to the recommendations submitted in the 
accompanying papers. 

By law the terms of service of our most impor- 
tant collecting and disbursing officers in the civil 
departments are limited to four years, and when re- 
appointed, tieir bonds are required to be renewed. 
The safety of the public is much increased by this 
feature of the law, and there can be no doubt that 
its application to all officers entrusted with the 
collection or disbursement of the public money, 
whatever may be the tenure of their offices, would 
be equally beneficial. I therefore recommend, in 
addition to such of the suggestions presented by the 
heads of departments as you may think useful, a) 
general provision, that all officers of the army or 
navy, or in the civil department, entrusted with the 
receipt or payment of public money, and whose 
term of service is either unlimited or fora longer 
time than four years, be required to give bonds, 
with good and sufficient securities, at the expira- 
tion of every such period. 

A change in the period of terminating the fiscal 
year, from the first of October to the first of April, 
has been fiequently recommended, and appears to 
be desirable. 

The distressing casualties in steamboats, which 





have so frequently happened during the year, seem 
to evince the necessity of attempting to prevent) 
them, by means of severe provisions connected 
with their custom-house papers. This subject 
was submitted to the attention of congress by the 
secretary of the treasury in his last annual report, 
and will be again noticed at the present session, 
with additional details. It will doubtless receive 
that early and careful consideration which its press- 
ing importance appears to require. 

Your attention has heretofore been frequently 
called to the affairs of the District of Columbia, and 
I should not again ask it, did not their entire de- 
pendence on congress give them a constant claim 
upon its notice. Separated by the constitution | 
from the rest of the union, limited in extent, and | 
aided by no legislature of its own, it would seem to | 
be a spot where a wise and uniform system of lo- | 
cal government might have been easily adopted, | 
This District, however,”unfortunately, has been left | 








to linger behind the rest of the union; ifs codes. | 
civil and criminal, are not only very defective, but! 


| District. 


——<——— 
full of obsolete or inconvenient provisions; bejy, 
formed of portions of two states, discrepancies 
the laws prevail in different parts of the territory 
small as it is; and although it was selected as th, 
seat of the general government, the site of its pub. 
lic edifices, the depository of its archives, and the 
residence of officers entrusted with large amounts 
of public property, and the management of public 
business, yet it has never been subjected to, or ye. 
ceived, that special and comprehensive legislation 
which these circumstances peculiarly demand. | 
am well aware of the various subjects of greater 
magnitude and immediate interest that press them- 
selves on the consideration of congress; but I be- 
lieve there is not one that appeals more directly to 
its justice, than a liberal, and even generous, at- 
tention to the interests of the District of Columbia, 
and a thorough and careful revision of its local go. 
vernment. M. VAN BUREN. 

Washinglon, December 5, 1837. 

On motion of Mr. Wright, 1,500 copies of the 
message and accompanying documents, and 5,000 
additional copies of the message, were ordered to 
be printed. 

Mr. Grundy gave notice that he should to-mor- 
row ask leave to bring in a bill to provide for the 
better security of persons on board vessels impel- 
led wholly or in part by steam. 

Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, rose and said— 

The unavoidable absence of the surviving senator 
of the state of Maryland has devolved on me the 
melancholy duty of announcing to the senate, what 
it already too well knows, the lamented death of 
his worthy colleague. He suddenly expired on the 
24th of last month, in the 59th year of his age, and 
a few minutes before apparently in excellent health. 
His public career has been eminently useful, aud 
his private pursuits have been erowned with merit- 
ed success. Dr. Joseph Kent has served his native 
state of Maryland in the legislature, in the college 
of electors of president and vice president, in the 


iD 
1h 


| Office of chief magistrate, and in both branches of 


congress. He has discharged the duties of all 
these stations with the greatest diligence, with dis- 
tinguished ability, and with general satisfaction. 
He brought into the public councils a large stock 
of common sense, sterling integrity, and a judg- 
ment sound, practical and discriminating. He was 
one of those true men, of whose decision, if he 
understood the question which he was called upon 
to consider, we might be perfeetly sure in advance. 
He spoke in debate rarely; but when he rose he 
spoke directly to the point, without any ait at 
ambitions ornament, and full of interest and in- 
struction, drawn by induction and from experience. 

Twenty-six years ago, he and I entered the 
house of representatives together. During the 
long period which has since intervened, what agi- 
tating questions have arisen to shake this vast con- 
federacy, each in its turn seeming to threaten it 
with overthrow! But the republic stands up, proud 
and erect, bearing aloft its glorious banner of origi- 
nal and added stars and stripes. and marching stea- 
dily on to its high destiny. The fearfal questions 
of controversy have been happily put to rest, and 
many of those who were most apprehensive of the 
fate of our country silently sleep in the grave. 
Should not these groundless fears inspire us with 
more confidence in the durability of our admirable 
institutions? Should not our transitory turmoils, 
and our fleeting existence, inspire us with a spirit 
of mutual forbearance and brotherly love? 

In private life the estimable man whose untimely 
death we deplore, enjoyed the unbounded confidence 
and attachment of his neighbors and friends, and 
he was almost idolized by his family and slaves. 
Plain and unostentatious in his manners and deport- 
ment, he was always cheerful, cordial, conciliatory 
and encouraging. For more than a quarter of this 
century, I have had the happiness of his friendship. 
And I have ever found him, in prosperous and ad- 
verse fortunes, in the spring and in the autumn of 
my life, a firm, faithful, and never-failing friend. 

Such a good man is a great loss to Maryland, to 
the senate, and to the whole country. But nowseere, 
out of the circle of his own family, will that loss be 
felt with more severity than by the people of this 
*t. Untiring in his exertions, he was ever 
their warm, zealous, and devoted friend. On more 
than one occasion have my own first impressions 
against measures brought forward for their relief 
been effaced by the earnestness and intensity of his 
persuasion. And we all recollect how, not more 
than sixty days ago, we were thrilled by a burst of 
indignant eloquence from him in that now vacant 
place, against a bill which he thought fraught with 
hardship and injustice towards this District. That 
place will again be soon filled, and doubtless will 
be ably filled by the enlightened state which mourns 
his death; but no man can bring to it a better heart, 
and a sounder head, than he possessec. 
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Jt remains to us to perform the sad duty of award- 
ing our share of the honors due to his memory. I 
propose the following resolutions: 

Resolved, unanimously, That the members of the 
senate, from a sincere desire of showing every mark 
of respect due to the memory of the hon. Joseph 
Kent, deceased, late a member thereof, will go into 
mourning by wearing erape on the left arm for thir- 

days. 
ve unanimously, That as an additional mark 
of respect for the memory of the hon. Joseph Kent, 
the senate do now adjourn. 

The resolutions were so adopted, and the senate 
accordingly adjourned. 

December 6. Mr. Hubbard and Mr. Tallmadge 
appeared in their seats yesterday, in addition to the 
senators heretofore announced. 

Mr. Grundy, on leave, introduced a bill to pro- 
vide for the greater security of the lives of persons 
on board vessels impelled wholly or in part by 
steam. Read twice, and referred to aselect com- 
mittee of seven, to be appointed by the chair. 

Mr. Walker gave notice that he should, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to bring in several bills relating to 
the public lands. 

Mr. Buchanan gave notice that he should, to- 
morrow, ask leave to bring in a bill to explain and 
amend the fifth section of the act of June, 1824, for 
the better organization of the marine corps. 

Mr. Knight gave notice that he should, to-mor- 
row, ask leave to bring in a billallowing drawbacks 
on cordage manufactured from foreign hemp. 

Several other similar motions were given, mostly 
inaudible to the reporter. 

Mr. Hubbard moved that the senate proceed, to- 
morrow, to the election of their standing commit- 
tees. 

Mr. Grundy moved that the chair be authorised 
to make the appointment. 


After a brief conversation by Messrs. Clay, Grun- 
dy, Hubbard, Buchanan and King, of Alabama, all 
expressing a willingness that the chair should now 
make the appointments, but a repugnance to taking 
the power from the senate itself by the force of 
precedents, the chair was, by unanimous consent, 
authorised to appoint the standing committees for 
this session. 

On motion of Mr. Norvell, 1,500 extra copies of 
the annual report of the secretary of the treasury; 
on the finances, were ordered to be printed. 


The chair presented a report from the secretary 
of the treasury of the number and names of the 
banks employed as depositories of the public mo- 
neys, the amount of money, &c. 

Also, an account of receipts and expenditures in 
the post office department. 


Also, copies of accounts rendered and settled in 


the treasury department, for the two last quarters of | 


1836, and two first quarters of 1837. 


On roads and canals. Messrs. Tipton, McKean, On motion of Mr. Grundy the joint resolution for 
Nicholas, Young, and Lyon. the appointment of two chaplains was taken up and 
On pensions. Messrs. Morris, Prentiss, Pierce,| agreed to; and the senate then immediately pro- 
Roane, and Williams. ceeded to ballot for a chaplain. 
For the District of Columbia. Messrs. Roane,| On the first ballot, Mr. Slicer, having received a 
Williams, Nicholas, Spence, and Bayard. majority of votes, was pronounced duly elected. 
On engrossed bills. Messrs. Clay, of Alabama,| Soon after which, the senate adjourned 
Smith, of Indiana, and Norvell. 
To audit and control contingent expenses of the se- 
nate. Messrs. McKean, Fulton, and Black. % 
Select committee on steamboats. Messrs. Grundy, ee ete eee, sent eet K- 


' Polk, of Tennessee) took the chair at 12 o’clock: 
9 ata Benton, Calhoun, Webster, and ‘and the clerk having called the members by states, 


‘it appeared that the following members were pre- 
sent, viz. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 





Reports were received from the secretaries of 
the treasury and war departments. Laid upon the | “" jy Aine. Huch J. Anderson. Thomas Da- 
: gh J. son, 


table and ordered to be printed. 
re vee, Timothy J. Carter, John Fairfield, Jonathan 
A number of petitions were referred and among Cilley, F. rd J. Sith tates r 


them the following: 

By Mr. Wright: A petition from sundry mer- 
chants of New York, sufferers by the New York 
fire, praying for the remission of duties upon goods 


destroyed. “ apt 5 
By Mr. Tipton: A petition of citizens of Indiana, N. Briggs, William B. Calhoas, Caleb Cushing, 
ot me Mie aeliin Randi. eeaeine menaeen oe) Richard Fletcher, George Grennell, jr. Levi Lin- 

gimaagig, 24d ts Oty Pray eRe od coln, William Parmenter. 


pass a law granting pre-emption. a me 
By Mr. Norvell: Sundry memorials from citizens | ‘oat 7 Tillinghast. 


of Michigan, praying for appropriations for several)“ “'r.4m Connecticut. Elisha Haley, Orrin Holt, 


apnery —— rar other objects of internal improve- | 7 ocelot Phelps, Isaac Toucey, Thomas T. Whit- 
ment in at state. tlesey. 


By Mr. Buchanan: A petition from Robert Bever- . r “— 
ly, president of the Union bank of Georgetown, D leis Videne Mihaue ta Wil a 


C., asking congress to extend the charter of the From New York. John T. Andrews, Richard P. 
said bank, When i shall rin ght for the purpose of Marvin, Bennet Bicknell, Robert McClellan, Sam’} 
winding up its affairs, and for no otherobject. | Also.| Birdsall, Ely Moore, John C. Bro¢head, William 
from Richard Harrison, late auditor setting forth | iy Noble, Isaac H. Bronson, Jobn Palmer, Churchill 
Oe en Seis hts .,_|C. Cambreleng, Amasa J. Parker, Edward Curtis, 

By Mr. Crittenden: A petition from sundry citi- Luther C. Peck, John Edwards, Zadock Pratt, Mil- 
zens of Kentucky and others, praying for the repeal lard Fillmore, John H. Prentiss, Henry A. Fester 
of all laws authorizing the establishment of an ex- David Dneiell ‘Albert Gallup Mark H. Sibley hee. 
press mail. ham P. Grant, James B. Spencer, Thomas B. Jack- 


By Mr. King, of Ala.: A memorial from a rail- sans ; . I. 
’ : -}son, William Taylor, Nathaniel Jones, Obadiah Ti- 
road company, in Alabama praying for a grant of ‘ ; pd $52 
land on condition of transporting the United States | '¥S, Gouverneur Kemble, Abraham Vanderveer, 
Arphaxed Loomis, Henry Vail. 


mail free of charge; referred. F 
Mr. Walker, on leave, introduced three several | _, From New Jersey. John B. Aycrigg, Joseph F. 


bills relating to the public lands; which were read Randolph, William Halstead, Charles C. Stratton, 
twice by their title, and referred to the committee John P. B. Maxwell, T homas Jones Yorke. 
on public lands. From Pennsylvania. William Beatty, Mathias 
Mr. Clay, of Ala., gave notice of his intention to Morris, Richard Biddle, Samuel W. Morris, Andrew 
ask leave to-morrow to introduce a bill granting pre- Buchanan, Henry A. Mublenberg, Edward Darling- 
emption rights; which, on an observation of Mr. | ton, Lemuel Paynter, Edward Davies, David Petri- 
Clay, of Kentucky, that a similar bill had been in- ken, Jacob Fry, David Potts, jr. Edward B. Hub- 
troduced this morning, was withdrawn. ley, Daniel Shefier, John Klingensmith, George W. 
Mr. Buchanan, on leave, introduced a bill to ex- | Toland, Thos. M. T. McKennan, David D. Wage- 
plain the act of June, 1834, relating to the organ- | ner. , 
ization of the marine corps; which was read twice,| From Maryland John Dennis, Isaac McKim, 
and referred to the committee on military affairs. | Benjamin C. Howard, Jamies A. Pearce, Daniel 
Mr. Knight, on leave introduced a bill authoriz- Jenifer, John T. H. Worthington, William C. John- 
ing a drawback on cordage manufactured from for- | son. os asl? 
eign hemp; which was read twice, and referred. From Virginia. Andrew Beirne, James M. Ma- 


From New Hampshire. Charles G. Atherton, 
Samuel Cushman, James Farrington, Jared W. Wil- 
liams. 

From Massachusetts. John Quincy Adams, Geo. 





Robert B. Cranston, Jo- 








All laid on the table and ordered to be printed. 

A message was received from the other house, 
through Mr. Franklin, their clerk, proposing the 
appointment of chaplains to the two houses; laid on 
the table. Thesenate then adjourned. 


December 7. The following committees were an- 
nounced by the vice president as having been ap- 
pointed by him in pursuance of the vote of yester- 
day: 

On foreign relations. Messrs. Buchanan, Tall- 
madge, Clay, Rives, and King, of Alabama. 

_ Oa finance. Messrs. Wright, Webster, Nicholas, 
Benton, and Hubbard. 

On commerce. Messrs. King,of Alabama, Davis, 
Brown, Ruggles, and Norvell. 

On Indiun affairs. Messrs. White, Sevier, Tip- 
ton, Linn, and Swilt. 

On manufactures. Messrs. Niles, Buchanan, 
Preston, Strange, and Pierce. 

On public lands. Messrs. Walker, Fulton, Clay, 
of Alabama, Allen, and Prentiss. 

On private land claims. Messrs. Linn, Sevier, 
Bayard, Mouton, and Lyon. 

Qn the post office and post roads. Messrs. Robin- 
son, Grundy, Knight, Brown, and Niles. 

Of claims. Messrs. Hubbard, Tipton, Critten- 
den, Spence, and Young. 

On revolutionary claims. Messrs. Brown, White, 
Crittenden, Norvell, and Smith, of Connecticut. 

On the judiciary. Messrs.Grundy, Morris, Wall, 
Clayton, and Strange. 

On naval affairs. Messrs. Rives, Southard, Tall- 
madge, Cuthbert, and Williams. 

On agriculture. Messrs. Smith, of Conn. Spence, 
Linn, McKean, and Black. 

On military affairs. Messrs. Benton, Preston, 
Tipton, Wall, and Allen. 

On the militia. Messrs. Wall, Swift, Clay, of 
Alabama, Mouton, and Smith, of Indiana. 

On patents and the patent office. Messrs. Rug- 
gles, Strange, Davis, Prentiss, and Robinson. 


“Mr. Norvell, on leave, introduced a bill for ascer- | son, James W. Bouldin, Charles F. Mercer, Walter 
taining and designating the boundary line between | Coles, William 5S, Morgan, Robert Craig, John M. 
| the state of Michigan and Wisconsin; which was | Patton, George C. Dromgoole, Jsaac S. Penny- 
read twice, and referred. backer, James Garland, Francis C. Rives, George 

On motion of Mr. Wright, so much of the mes-| W. Hopkins, John Robertson, Joseph Johnsen, 
sage of the president of the United States as re- Archibald Stuart, John W. Jones, John Taliaferro, 
‘lates to the finances was referred to the finance | Francis Mallory. 
| committee. From North Carolina. Edmund Derberry, 
| On motion of Mr. Walker, so much of the presi- Charles Shepard, James Graham, Edward Stanly, 

dent’s message as relates to the public lands was| William Montgomery, Lewis Williams, Augustine 
| referred to the committee of that name. H. Shepperd. 

' On motion of Mr. Robinson, so much of the mes- From South Carolina. John Campbell, John K. 
' sage as relates to the post office and post roads was | Griffin. ; nite 

| referred to that committee. From Georgia. William C. Dawson, Seaton 
| On motion of Mr. Grundy, so much of the mes-| Grantland, Charles E. Haynes, Jabez Jackson, 
/sage as relates to steamboats was referred to the | George W. B. Towns. 

| judiciary committee. From Kentucky. John Calhoon, John Chambers, 
On motion of Mr. Buchanan, so much of the | William J. Graves, James Harlan, Richard Hawes, 
| message as relates to foreign relations was referred | Richard H. Menefee, John L. Murray, Edward 
to that committee. Rumsey, William W. Southgate, Joseph R. Under- 

On motion of Mr. Rives, so much of the message | wood, John White, Sherrod Williams. 
as relates to naval affairs was referred to the com-| From Tennessee. John Bell, William B. Camp- 
mittee of that name. bell, William B. Carter, Richard Cheatham. John 

On motion of Mr. Wall, so much of the message | W. Crockett, Abraham P. Manry, Abraham Mc 
as relates to the militia was referred to that com- | Clellan, James K. Polk, Ebenezer J. Shields, Wil- 
mittee. liam Stone, Hopkins L. Turney, Christopher H. 

On motion of Mr. King, of Alabama, so much of | Williams. 
the message as relates to commerce was referred to| From Ohio. James Alexander, jr. Alexander 
| that committee. Duncan, Alexander Harper, Daniel Kilgore, Sam- 
' On motion of Mr. Benton, so much of the mes- | son Mason, William Key Bond, Caivary Morris, 
| sage as relates to military affairs was referred to | Joseph Ridgway, Mathias Sheplor, Elisha Whittie- 
that committee. _ | sey. : ” : 

Mr. Hubbard presented a resolution to inquire From Indiana. _Ratlifi Boon, George H. Dunn, 
into the expediency of granting pensions to widows | John Ewing, William Graham, William Herod, 
‘and others, in certain cases. Adopted. James Rariden, Albert S. White. 

The secretary of the senate presented his report) From Mississippi. Samuel J. Gholson, J. FP, 
on the contingent expenses of the senate; which | Claiborne. out 
was ordered to be printed.. From Illinois. Zadok Casey, William L. May, 

On motion of Mr. White, so much of the presi- | Adam Snyder. 
dent’s message as relates to Indian affairs was re-| From Alabama. Reuben Chapman, Joab Law- 


} ferred to the committee of the same. i ler. 
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From Missouri. John Miller. 

From Arkansas. Archibald Yell. 

From Michignn. Isaac E. Crary. 

irom Wisconsin territory. George W. Jones. 

Mr. Muhlenberg otfered a resolution that a com- 
mittee be appointed to apprize the senate of the or- 
ganization of the house, which was adopted. 

The same member also offered the following reso- 
lution, which was adopted, nem. con. 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to join 
such committee as may be appointed by the senate 
to wait on the president of the United States, and 
inforin him that quorums of the two houses have 
assembled, and that congress are ready to receive 
any communications he may be pleased to make.” 

Mr Muhlenbery, Mr. Whittlesey, of Ohio, and Mr. 

Graniland, were appointed a committee accord- 
ingly. 
iv E.. Whittlesey moved that the several stand- 
ing committees be now appointed according to the 
standing rules and orders of the house; which mo- 
tion was laid over until to-morrow. 

On motion of Mr. Harlan, of Kentucky, the usual 
order was made for supplying the members with 
newspapers. 

Mr. Underwood, of Kentucky, rose to ask if the 
rules adopted at the first session of the present con- 
gress were understood to be acopted for the whole 
convzress or the session merely. 

The Speaker replied that they were adopted for 
the whole congress, or until otherwise ordered. 

Mr. Underwood then moved to amend the 83d 
rule of proceeding, by adding thereto the following. 

‘It shali also be the duty of the clerk to compile 
separate journals of the yeas and nays in sucha 
manner as to exhibit the question decided, and the 
vote of each member; and at the end of every ses- 
sion he shall cause to be printed as many copies 
thereof as wiil be sufficient to furnish one copy for 
every thousand free male inhabitants above the age 
of 21 vears,in the United States, the number of 
such free males to be determined by the clerk from 
the latest statistical information; and he shall distri- 
bute such copies among the excutives of the several 
states, for the use of their respective states, in pro- 
portion to the relative number of such free males in 
each state.”’ 

This motion lies over, under the rule, for one 
day; and it was ordered to be printed. 

The speaker laid before the house a communica- 
tion from the first comptroller of the treasury, in 
compliance with the provisions of the act of con- 
gress of March, 1809, transmitting a statement of 
the accounts which have remained unsettled, or on 
which balances appear to have been due more than 
three years prior to the 30th September, 1837, on 
the books of the jourth auditor of the treasury. 
Ordered to lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, 

Resolved, That the hour to which this house shall 
stand adjourned from day today, be 12 o’clock me- 
ritian, until otherwise ordered. 

Mr, Underwood offered the following resolution, 
which, under the rules, lies one day upon the ta- 
ble: 

«Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before congress copies of all orders and in- 
structions given to the commander-in-chief of the 
forces in Florida, authorizing him to raise troops | 
or to call into service any portion of the militia, or 
to accept the services of volunteers for the purpose | 
of suppressing Indian hostilities; and that said sec- 
retary report what measures, if any, have been 
adopted to enlist or procure the services of other 
Indian warriors to fight against the Seminoles; the 
number of Indians so enlisted or taken into the 
service of the United States, the tribes to which 
they respectively belong, the length of time they 
have been engaged to serve, and the amount of pay 
promised them; and that the said secretary also re- 
port the nuinber of troops, of all classes, engaged 
and called into service for the purpose of prosecut- 
ing the war in Fiorida at the present time.” 

On motion of Mr. Boon, the house then adjourn- 
ed. 

Tuesday, Dec. 5. The following members at- 
tended to-day, in addition to those who appeared 
yesterday, viz: 

From Maine, Mr. Noyes. Massachusetts, Mr. 


| be instructed to report a bill providing for the 





Reed. Connecticut, Mr. Ingham: New York, Mr. | 
Clark. Pennsylrania, Mr. Hammond, Mr. Henry, | 
Mr. Sergeant, and Mr. Naylor. Maryland, Mr. 
Thomas. North Carolina, Mr. Hawkins. South 
Carolina, Mr. Legare. Ohio, Mr. Chaney and 
Mr. H. Hunter. 

Mr. Muhlenberg, from the committee appointed 
to wait on the president of the United States, re- 
ported that they had performed the duty assigned 
them, and that the president bad said, in reply, that | 
be would send to both houses of congress a com- 
munication in writing, at 12 o’clock this day. 





The message was immediately afterwards brought 
in by major Van Buren, the president’s private ge- 
cretary, and forthwith read at the Clerk’s table. 
[see page 131.] 

After the reading of the message 

Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, moved the printing of 
15,000 copies of the message and accompanying 
documents, and 5,000 of the message alone, for the 
use of the members of the house, the latter to be 
laid on the tables of the house within two days. 

Mr. Whittlesey moved to amend the motion by 
substituting 10,000 copies of the message and docu- 
ments; but the amendment was negatived, and the 
original resolution agreed to. 

The house then adjourned. 

Wednesday, December 6. The following members 
attended the house yesterday in addition to those 
hereafter announced, viz. 

From Massachusetts, Mr. Hastings. Pennsylva- 
nia, Mr. Plumer. Tennessee, Mr. Joseph L. 
Williams. Ohio, Mr. Goode. 

The following members, in addition, appeared 
and took their seats this day, viz. 

From Virginia, Mr. R. M. T. Hunter. North 
Carolina, Mr. McKay. South Carolina, Mr. 
Clowney. Ohio, Mr. Corwin, Mr. Hamer, and 
Mr. Leadbetter. 

Mr. Morgan, of Virginia, offered the following 
resolution, which was agreed to: 

Resolved, Thattwo chaplains, of different de- 
nominations, be appointed for the present session: 
the one by the senate, and the other by this house, 
to interchange weekly. 

The speaker laid before the house the annual re | 
port of the secretary of the treasury on the state of 
the finances, and a statement showing the number 
and names of the banks employed as depositories of 
the public money, as also their condition, and the | 
amount deposited in each, prepared in obedience to 
the tenth section of the act of June 23, 1836; also, 
a statement of the receipts and expenditures of the 
United States for 1836, prepared in obedience to 
the order of the house of representatives of 1791; 
and 

A communication from the clerk of the house, 
as to the expenditures of the contingent fund, &c.; | 
which were all ordered to lie on the table, and be | 





printed. 
Mr. Craig, of Virginia, offered a resolution that | 
the house proceed to the election of a chaplain on | 
Monday next. 
Mr. Grennell, of Massachusetts, suggested that | 
it would be more regular to await the action of the 
senate upon the joint resolution which had just | 
passed this house in relatiun to the choice of chap- | 
lains. 
And the resolution, by common consent, was | 
suffered to lie on the table for the present. 


On motion of Mr. Biddle, it was 


Resolved, That there be reprinted for the use of 
this house the message of the president of the Unit- 
ed States of January 18, 1825, on the subject of a 
national armory on the western waters, with the ac- 
companying documents. 

Mr. Snyder, of Lilinois, offered the following re- 
solution, which lies on the table: 

Resolved, ‘That the committee of ways and means 


repeal of so much of the act entitled “an act to 
postpone the fourth instalment of deposite with 
the states,” or postponing the payment of the same 
until the first day of January, 1839, and that they 
report a bill to provide for the immediate payment 
of the same. 

Mr. Maury, of Tennessee, offered the following 
resolution, which lies one day: 


Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to communicate to this house copies of such docu- 
inents on file in his office as may have relation to 
the claims for compensation of the company or 
companies of volunteer mounted men, who, in con- 
formity with the proclamation of the governor of 
Tennessee, issued under the authority of a requisi- 
tion from general Gaines, organized and equipped 
themselves for the Florida campaign, but who 
were not mustered into the service of the United 
States. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland, offered the following 
resolution. which lies one day: 

Resolved, That the president of the United 
States communicate to this house the causes which 
have delayed the sailing of the South Sea survey- 
ing and exploring expedition; and also cause to 
be laid before congress all the documents and cor- 
respondence within the control of the navy de- 
partment, calculated to inform this house of the 
true causes of that delay. 

The order introduced on Monday, by Mr. Whit- 
tlesey, of Ohio, that the speaker do now proceed to 
appoint the standing committees of the house, ac- 





Ls 
cording to the rules relating thereto, ¢ < 
order from the speaker’s table. 

Mr. Everett, of Vermont, said he did not Wish { 
be esteemed other than a working man in that ho... 
He would be ever ready to work, when pra 
yet he would confess that, in his Opinion, 
tion ought to be further postponed. It had been 
stated, when this order was introduced, that mem - 
bers who have not taken their seats at the time of 
appointing the committees were ineligible as them 
bers of those cominittees. This he viewed as a), 
error. It had, however, now been printed, in a _ 
tice of the proceedings, as true, and might fall under 
the observation of nembers already on their Way to 
the capital, and cause delay of their arrival, in some 
instances. Mr. E. would guard against this, Se. 
veral members who had heretofore been very valna- 
ble members of committees had not yet arrived. — 
He presumed that on to-morrow the house woulq 
adjourn over until Monday. He hoped that, at aj! 
events, the further consideration of this order might 
be postponed another day. ” 

Mr, Whittlesey said that if it was the sense of the 
house to postpone a decision on his motion, he 
should bow to it cheerfully. But he would ask tie 
speaker, if, according to the letter and spirit of the 
manual of the rules of the house, as usually inter- 
preted, it were true that members must have taken 
their seats at the time of appointing the standing 
committees in order to be eligible to those commit- 
tees? 

The speaker responded in the affirmative; and that 
he should not feel justified, without the special or- 
der of the house, in placing any member on a com- 
mittee who was not present. 

Mr. Whitilesey remarked that he would not farther 
occupy the time of the house than to suggest that, 
when the order is again taken up for consideration, 
the rvles of the house might be so construed, or so 
altered, as to admit of absent members being ap- 
pointed upon the standing committees. 

Mr. Everett, then moved to postpone the further 
consideration of the subject until to-morrow. 

Which motion prevailed. 

The following resolution, moved by Mr. Under. 
wood on Monday last, came up in order, viz. to 


ame up in 


at body, 
cticable: 
this ques. 


amend the 83d rule of proceeding, by adding thereto 


the following: 
‘It shall also be the duty of the clerk to compile 
separate journals of the yeas and nays in such a 


}manner as to exhibit the questions decided, and the 


vote of each member; and at the end of every ses- 
sion he shall cause to be printed as many copies 
thereof as will be sufficient to furnish one copy for 
every thousand free male inhabitants above the age 
of 21 years, in the United States, the number of 
such free males to be determined by the clerk froin 
the latest statistical information; and he shall dis- 
tribute such copies among the executives of the 


several states for the use of their respective states, 


in proportion to the relative number of such {ree 
males in each state.” 

Mr. Underwood rose merely to state that, accord- 
ing to the present reading of the 83d rule of the 
house, it, was the duty of the clerk to transmit « 
printed copy of the entire journal of each session to 
the executive of each state in the union, for gene- 
ral information. The resolution now offered pro- 
poses to amend that rule, so as to make it the duty 
of the same officer to transmit to the executives 0! 
the several states separate copies of the yeas anc 
nays upon every question upon which they were 
ordered, for distribution among the people of those 
states. The constitution of the United States re- 
quires that the yeas and nays shall be taken on 
every question upon which they are requested by 
one-fifth of the members present: the object o! 
which provision was that the votes should be pub- 
lished for the information of the people. Mr. U. 
was desirous of having this provision of the const- 
tution carried properly and perfectly into operation. 
Mr. U. then went into a brief estimate of the pro- 
bable expense of carrying out such a plan as he had 
proposed, and showed that, taking the number 0} 
voters in the country as being about 2,000,000, the 
expense of such distribution, at 50 cents per copy- 
would be small. He hoped there would arise no 
objection to a plan so feasible, and which was 
merely carrying out a provision of the constitution. 

Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, admitted that the gen- 
tleman from Kentucky had rightly estimated the 
expense of the proposed compilation and distribu- 
tion as trifling; and he was of opinion that the ad- 
vantages arising from the scheme would be no less 
trifling. He suggested that many cases would oc- 
cur, where a district would contain less than one 
thousand voters, in which case he would ask, if It 
were designed that such a district should be fur 
nished with only a fractional part of a copy? He 
could see no practical use in adopting the propose 
amendment. When interested to know the mat- 
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ner in which their representatives voted on any 
riven question, the people could always easily as- 
certain the votes of their representatives. 

Mr. Underwood remarked that it was contemplat- 
ed by his resolution to give such a direction to the 
proposed compilation as would place it in the libra- 
ries and other local public institutions, to which 
there was common and free access. 

Mr. Boor opposed the amendinent. He thought 
the plan it suggested an inoperative one; and he 
reiterated the argument of the gentleman from 
Georgia, as to the iimpracticability of carrying it 
into successful operation. He argued, that the 
states now, by a law of congress, were regularly 
put in possession of the whole journal of every ses- 
sion of congress, and contended that it was for the 

eople themselves, in their several states, to pro- 
cure the diffusion among them of such information, 
if they wished it. It was an expense to be paid by 
the people, at any rate, and had better be incurred 
by ati voluntarily, not forced upon them by this 
house. 

Mr. Craig, of Virginia, concurred generally in 
these arguments, and suggested that such publica- 
tion, if necessary, might better be made through 
the medium of the paper printing the laws by au- 
thority, in the different states, than in the mode 
proposed. He thought that the proposition, as now 
urged, savored somewhat of arrogance, on the part 
of the house, as dictating to the executives of the 
several states the distribution of such portions of 
the journals as, in the opinion of the house, was 
proper to distribute. If at all, this distribution 
should be made by people themselves. He thought 
the whole subject had better be left to them. 

Mr. Underwood explained that by an existing law 
the statutes, the acts of congress, were published 
annually, and sent to the executives of the several 
states. In his state (Kentucky) they were distri- 
buted by the legislature, and found their way to 
the different counties; and the amendment under 
consideration proposed to give the yeas and nays 
of each session the same direction, though to a more 
diflusive extent. He argued that newspapers were 
evanescent and ephemeral in their form, and rarely 
kept, except by a few politicians for future refer- 
ences, and therefore not tle proper medium for the 
publication of the proposed information. He fur- 
ther explained that the idea of the proposed publi- 
cation was not original with him, but came recom- 
mended to him by a portion of his constituents. It 
was not to show the constituency of the county 
merely how their own representatives severally 
voted on any given question, but how all the mem- 
bers of that body voted; they of Virginia and Geor- 
gia, and all the rest, as well as of Kentucky, and 
especially such of them as were aspiring to high 
offices. He believed the question had intrinsic 
merits, which deepened the impressions of their 
importance, in his mind, the more he thought of if. 

Mr. Hamer, of Ohio, objected that the resolution 


gaged to serve, and the amount of pay promised 
thein, and that the said secretary also report the 
number of troops, of all classes engaged and called | 
into service for the purpose of prosecuting the war 
in Florida at the present time.” 

Mr. Sriggs moved an amendment to the resolu- 
tion so as to add to it the following: 

«The amount of the money expended, and the 
whole number of troops that have been employed 
since the commencement of the war.” 

Mr. Underwood accepted this amendment as a 
modification of his motion; and, as thus modified, 





the resolution was adopted. 


western waters be referred to a select committee, 
with leave to report by bill or otherwise. 

The speaker suggested that the message of the 
president having been referred to a committee of 
the whole, the motion was not now in order, but 
would be in order in committee of the whole. 

The speaker then laid before the house one or 
two other communications from the departments, 
and then 

The house adjourned. 

Thursday, Dec. 7. The following members at- 
tended yesterday, in addition to those heretofore an- 
nounced, viz. 

from New York, Mr. Bruyn. 

Mr. Leadbetter attended on Monday, and not on 
Wednesday, as heretofore stated. 

The following gentlemen appeared to-day, viz. 

From Maine, Mr. Evans. 

From New Hampshire, Mr. Weeks. 

From Massachusetts, Mr. Borden and Mr. Phillips. 

from New York, Mr. De Gratf and Mr. Hofiman. 

From Virginia, Mr. Wise. 

J'rom North Carolina, Mr. Rencher. 

On motion of Mr. Cumbreleng, the estimates ac- 
companying the report submitted on Tuesday by 
the secretary of the treasury, were ordered to be 
printed. 

Mr. McKennan offered the following resolution, 
which lies one day: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to report to this house a plan for the erection o! 
fences or guard posts, where they may be necessa- 
ry, for the safety of the travel on the national road 
from Cumberland to Wheeling, accompanied with 
an estimate of the expense in making the improve- 
ment. 

Mr. Briggs submitted a resolution ordering the 
printing of 5,000 extra copies of the report of the 
secretary of the treasury in relation to the late de- 
posite banks, showing their names, condition, and 
the amount of public moneys deposited in each.— 
The resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. McKim otiered a resolution that when the 
house adjourn it adjourn till Monday next; which 
was agreed to. 


c 





proposed to give the clerk a difficult, if not an im- 
possible task. ‘To be so compiled as to present the 
true state of every question on which the yeas and 
nays have been taken, the original proposition, with 
all the amendinents, must be printed, as they might 
be stated, at the discretion of the clerk. No one 
could see what the true character of the vote of his 


Mr. Howard offered a resolution that the clerk of 
ithe house be directed to procure a new clock for 
this hall. 

Mr. Whittlesey inquired what would be the ex- 
pense? He thought the resolution should be sub- 
linitted to the committee on expenditures, and let 
'them reportupon it. He was in favor of obtaining 


Mr. Bell said he would not be strenuous on the 
subject, but still hoped the gentleman from Geor- 
gia would not press his motion at this time. 

Mr. Whittlesey inquired of the chair whether the 
instance had ever occurred in which the distribution 
of the subjects referred to in the president’s mes- 
sage to committees had taken place before the 
standing committees of the house had been appoint- 
ed? He recollected none. 

Mr. Cambreleng suggested to Mr. Haynes that 
he had better change his motion into a request that 
the resolutions he meant to offer for the distribution 
of the subjects of the message be now printed, and 


Mr. Carier, of Tennessee, moved a resolution | postpone the offering of them till after the commit- 
that the portion of the president’s message which | tees should have been announced. 
relates to the establishment of an armory on the | 


Mr. Haynes assented to this suggestion, and the 
printing was ordered accordingly. The resolutions 
which he proposes to offer are as follows: 

1. Resdlbed. That so much of the president’s 
messaye as refers to the political relations of the 
United States with foreign nations be committed to 
the committee on foreign aflairs. 

2. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to the commerce of the United States with 
fereign nations be referred to the committee on 
commerce. 

3. Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the finances, and every thing connected 
therewith; tothe safe-keeping of the public moneys, 
and every thing connected therewith; and so much 
thereof as relates to the Bank of the United States, 
be referred to the committee of ways and means. 

4. Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the public Jands, and every thing connected 
therewith, be referred to the committee on public 
lands. 

5. Resolved, Thatso much of said message as re- 
lates to Indian affairs, except what relates to the 
defence of the frontiers against Indian hostilities 
and the protection of the Indians against the intru- 
sions of cilizens of the United States, be referred to 
the committee on Indian aflairs. 

6. Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the defence of the frontiers against Indtan 
hostilities, and the protection of the Indian tribes 
against the intrusions of citizens of the United 
States; that so much thereof as relates to the estab- 
lishment of a ‘national foundry for cannon, to be 
common to the service of the army and navy of the 
United States;’? so much thereof as relates to the 
establishment of *‘a manufactory ef gunpowder,” 
anda ‘manufactory of small-arms, west of the Alle- 
ghany mountains;”’ together with so much as relates 
to the report of the secretary of war, and the public 
interests entrusted to the war department, except 
the subjects embraced in the immediately preceding 
resolution, be referred to the committee on military 
affairs. 

7. Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the militia of the United States be referred 
to the committee on the militia. 

S. Resolved, That so much of said message as re- 
lates to the report of the secretary of the navy, and 
ihe interests entrusted to the navy department, be 
referred to the committee on naval aiairs. 

9. Resolved, That so much of said tiessage as re- 
lates to the report of the postmaster general, and 





the condition and operations of the post office de- 


representative vote was, on any given question, by |a better time-picce, but thought the price should partment, and every thing connected therewith, be 


merely reading the yeas and nays, unless the whole 
subject were laid before them. 

Mr. Underwood apologized for troubling the house 
a fourth time. He defended his amendment, and 
answered the objection of the last gentleman up, 
by stating that the journal was always kept with 
sufficient perspicuity to make such a selection 
from it as he had proposed quite easy and practica- 
ble. 

Mr. Hamer insisted on his objections, and urged 
others, based on the impossibility of obtaining cor- 
rect statistical information, in order to make the 
distribution on the proposed ratio. He closed by 
moving te lay the proposition on the table, to give 
time for further consideration of it. 

Which motion prevailed, and tbe resolution was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

Mr. Underwood’s resolution, offered on Monday, 
came up for consideration. 

‘Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before congress copies of all orders and in- 
structions givea to the commander-in-chief of the 
forces in Florida, authorizing him to raise troops or 
to call into service any portion of the militia, or to 
accept the services of volunteers for the purpose of 
suppressing Indian hostilities; and that said secre- 
tary report what measures, if any, have been adapt- 
ed to enlist or procure the services of other Indian 
warriors to fight against the Seminoles: the number 
of Indians so enlisted or taken into the service of 
the United States, the tribes to which they respec- 
lively belong, the length of time they have been en- 


ibe limited. 
| The question being put, the resolution was 
agreed to. 

~The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting a report 
of a committee of the Franklin institute, of the 
state of Pennsylvania, on the strength of the ma- 
terials employed in the construction of steam- 
boilers. 

The communication was laid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. 

A similar order was passed in relation to a com- 
munication received from the secretary of war, 
containing an account of the expenditure of the 
{contingent fund in that department; and a similar 
‘report from the department of state. 
| The resolution moved by Mr. Whittlesey, pro- 
| posing the appointment, at this time, of the stand- 
‘ing committee of the house, was agreed to. [They 
will be announced to the house on Monday.] 

Mr. Haynes, of Georgia, moved that the house 
resolve itself into a committee of the whole on the 
yresident’s messaye. 

Mr. Bell objected to this course as being unusual. 
He recollected of no case in which this measure 
‘had preceded the announcement of the standing 
committees of the house. 

Mr. Haynes said that the reference of the seve- 
ral parts of the message would, if now ordered, take 
place immediately after the announcement of the 
committees, and all the eflect of acting upon the 
subject now would be to expedite business. 


' 
| 
| 








| referred to the coinmiltee on the post office and 
post roads. 

10. Resolved, That so much of said message as 
relates to a ‘uniform system of local government,”’ 


the District of Columbia, be referred to the commit- 
tee for the District of Columbia. 

The resolution offered yesterday by Mr. Maury, 
in reference to the claims of ‘Tennessee volunteers 
who organized and equipped themselves for the 
Florida war, was taken up and agreed to. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland. modified the resolution 
submitted by him, on the delay of the exploring 
expedition, so as to read as follows: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
communicate to this house the causes which have 
delayed the outfit and preparation of the South Sea 
surveying and exploring expedition, required by 
the act of congress of May, 1836, making appropri- 
ation for the naval service; and also that the presi- 
dent cause to be furnished copies of all letters, 
documents and communications which have passed 
between the secretary of the navy, the commission- 
ers of the havy board, the officers appointed to the 
chief command, and of all other officers or persons 
relative to all matters connected with the prepara- 
tion, outfit, and sailing of the said expedition. And 
| that the president also communicate to this house 
| the causes which now delay the sailing of the ex- 
| pedition. 

Thus modified, the resolution was agreed to. 
The house then adjourned over to Monday. 





and to “special and comprehensive legislation,”’ for 
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MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS. 

A long march. The Jacksonville Courier gives 
the following notice of the arrival of a detachment 
of United States dragoons, on the 31st of October, 
at the camp near Jacksonville, in Florida: 

Names of officers. Colonel D. E. Twiggs, com- 
manding. Captains W. W. Tompkins, E. S. Win- 
der, W. M. Hulton, L. J. Beal; lieutenants, E. D. 
Bullock, A. A. Q. M., R. B. Lawton; N. Darling, 
acting adjutant. 

We were surprised to witness the fresh and heal- 
thy appearance of this body of officers and men, 
after so long, and at times difficult, a march. The 
condition of the horses, at the same time, struck us 
forcibly as evidencing a high state of order and at- 
tention in lieut. E. D. Bullock, who acted as quar- 
termaster. 

The detachment left Jefferson barracks, Missouri, 
Sept. 5, and marched through Illinois to Shawnee- 


town, crossing the Ohio; thence, through a portion. 


of Kentucky, to Nashville, Tenn.; thence over the 
Cumberland mountains, crossing the Tennessee river 
to the Lookout mountain, to Ross’s landing; thence, 
through the Cherokee country, to Milledgeville, 
Georgia; thence to this place; marching, from an 


ve account, 1,200 miles in 1 month and 25 
ays. 


Our staple. The quantity of wheat and_flour ar- 
rived at the Hudson river, via. the Erie canal, 
during the fourth week in November, was as fol- 
lows: Bris. flour. Bush. wheat. 








76,694 38,766 
For corresp’g period in 1836 43,951 26,881 
Increase 32,743 11,825 


Or equal to 35,108 barrels of flour. 

In addition to the above, 9,072 barrels of flour, 
and 2,964 bushels of wheat arrived at Schenectady, 
most of which came over the rail road to the Hud- 
son, making the total quantity which arrived at tide 
water in 8 days, equal to 94,100 barrels of flour. 
The quantity of flour and wheat which has arrived 
at tide water, via. the canal and rail road, within 
the filteen days ending Ist. inst., has been nearly 
equal to one hundred and ninety thousand barrels! 

[.dlbany Argus. 


Flour. According to a table published in the N. 
York Express, there were received in that city via 
the canal-and the North river, during the month of 
November, 244,064 bbls., and 4,255 half bbls. of 
flour. The open weather of this first week of De- 
«ember enabled several thousand barrels more to 
reach the city. 


The importation of wheat from Europe has com- 
menced again. One or two packets last week 
brought grain, and it is said that large orders have 
recently gone out, founded on a searcity in the 
United States, or at least high prices for a long pe- 
riod. 

[tis somewhat singular that flour should main- 
tain its present high price, when it is understood 


same freedom as formerly, and consequently the 
holders forward it to New York, and draw for the 
proceeds at 30 days sight. Much of it must be 
thrown into the market for sale, and we would s 
pose that such a course would bring down tl 
firm, and foreign wheat may now be imported at a 


profit. [N. Y. Eve. Post. 


America furnishing Austria with locomotives. 


been found to answer admirably, and has performed 
wonders. The engine came into town with 41 
loaded burthen cars attached. The party then 
proceeded to the foot of the inclined plane, when the 
engine ‘ith two of the cars and 63 passengers as- 
cended to the top in3 tninutes 15 seconds, amid 
long continued shouts of triumph. The gross 
weight in motion (including engine and tender) 
was 48,500 lbs. The plane is 2,800 feet long, and 
the grade 369 feet to the mile, On descending the 
load was increased by the addition of more than 80 
persons, and this remarkable performance faithfully 
proved the immense power of the engine, for at 
three different times this great weight was brought 
to a dead stand, by the action of the steam alone. 


Commerce with China. The extent and activity 
ofour commerce with the east, are strikingly illus- 
trated by the Canton shipping list of April 25th. 
Under the three heads of ‘arrived,’ “sailed,” and 
‘under despatch,” the names of 20 ships are given, 
of which 9 are Britisn, 1 Native, 1 Spanish, 1 
Dutch, and 8 American. 


eigners, in every stage of its history, the memory | 
that most of it from the interior has to be paid for | of Irene Dupont, his bright example, his ardent 
by the dealers here with cash, or what is nearly | benevolence, his noble integrity, his wide spread 
equivalent, at 80 days sight. The country banks | usefulness, would redeem, with us, the policy 
will not advance funds to the speculators with the | Which bad given to our country such a citizen.” 


|after running nearly parrallel with the St. Law- 
The | rence at a distance of some thirty-six ee 
new locomotive built by Mr. Wm. Norris, of | gradually converging towards it, finally discha™es 
Philadelphia, for the Austrain government, has | i{self into that river. 








| An interesting case has recently been decided in 


Kentucky. It was the petition for freedom on the 
part of a woman who alleged that she was ‘‘white.” 
It was established that she had been held in bon- 
dage from infancy until about two years ago, and 
had then been liberated on a writ of habeas corpus. 
The report of the trial, does not state what was the 
evidence in regard to the color of the mother of the 
woman; and it seems that such evidence was decid- 
ed by the judge who presided as inadmissible—tor 
itis said that the court excluded all evidence found- 
ed on reputation, and placed the verdict of the jury 
on the presence or absence of any of the charaeter- 
istics of the African. None of these appearing to 
the jury, their verdict was in favor of the woman, 
and she was set free. * 


Dr. Mayo’s pamphlet. We have received acopy 
ofa second edition of Dr. Mayo’s pamphlet, so much 
spoken of in the newspapers of late. It is accom- 
panied with a prospectus of his “Sketches of eight 
years in Washington,” to be published by Messrs. 
Fielding Lucas, of Baltimore, and Garret Anderson, 
ofthis city. We perceive inthe prospectus a request 
that editors of papers and periodicals will place the 
same in the hands of their agents to procure sub- 
scribers, which we presume to be hardly necessary, 
in this city, at least, as we see by the subscription 
book, which has been shown to us, that a great 
many citizens of Washington, including many dis- 
tinguished officers of government, have already en- 
tered their names as subscribers to it. [ Nat. Int. 


Interesting incident. ‘The following aneedote 1s 
repeated by the Boston Transcript: 

The Rev. Dr. Peirce, in his thanksgiving serinon 
before his people at Brookline, mentioned an inter- 
esting incident in the fact that, in the winter of 
1631, the year subsequent to the settlement of Bos- 
ton, much distress existed for the want of provisions, 
and capt. William Pearce was sent abroad for a car- 
go of supplies. His long absence led the colonists 


almost to dispair, and gov. Winthrop appointed the 


5th of February to be observed as a day of fasting | 


and prayer; but a few days previous to that day, the 
long looked for vessel arrived at Nantasket, when 
the fast day was changed to a thanksgiving day to 
be observed on the twenty-second of the same month, 
the very day which one hundred years afterwards, | 
gave birth to him who has been so truly pronounc- | 
ed the father of his country. 


The Delaware State Journal pays the following 
tribute to departed worth: 

‘‘We have mingled enough with our naturalized 
feilow citizens, to know that they count among 
their number some of the best and most useful men | 
in our country. We knew one, anative of France, | 
the most useful and valuable citizen our state ever 


tiplied in number, yet they are now scarcely x 


sitainseitienchiatae 
a , 


4 beaver trapped. It has been asserteq i 
rhunters that the beaver was extinct in Penn old 
vania. <A gentleman, in a hunting excursion “op 
Alleghany mountain the past month, with the acci_ 
tance of an old trapper, succeeded in eapturin Ssis- 
on the Mushanon creek, Centre county. 4 eg 
ber of recent cuttings and chips, found in the oi. 
cinity where the beaver was taken, made } _ 
animal in felling trees, are in the possession of © 
gentleman of this borough, and show its sae a 


. : gacity in 
a very satisfactory manner. [Lewistown Journg/ 


Travel on the Rhine. The cholera in Italy has this 
‘season caused the travelling English to accumulate 
north of the Alps. The Rhine has swarmed with 
the concourse. Steamboats have been greatly my). 
pa- 
cious and numerous enough to convey the tourists 
frou all parts of the world, who after having Visited 
Belgium, go up the Rhine and back again. The year 
1831 has hitherto been considered as remarkable be. 
cause 30,000 travellers were conveyed by the steam- 
boats in that year, but those who have travelleg 
upon the samejroute this year have been estimated 
at 150,000. 

The case of Hart vs. Wood, the vocalist, for a 
brutal assault, has just been decided in New York 
by a verdict of three thousand dollars damages for 
the plaintiff. It will be remembered that Dr. Hart 
was the theatrical reporter for the New York Cou- 
rier and Enquirer, at the time of the great Wood 
ruuipus, and that Wood spat in his face in the lob- 
by of the Park theatre. It was stated on the tria! 
that the loss to the Woods arising out of that affair 
could not be less than $50,000. 


B, W. Leigh. It affords us heartfelt pleasure to 
be able to state that this great and good man, who 
has suffered under extreme illness for several 
mouths, and whose death has been more than once 
reported, is now convalescent, and likely to be re- 
stored to health and usefulness. We are sure this 
information will be gratifying not only to Virginians, 
but to the whole community. 

[Richmond Whig, Dec. 5. 


Naval. The new and beautiful sloop of war 
Cyane was launched at Charleston, Mass. on Satur- 
day. She is 700 tons burthen. The Bunker Hil! 
Aurora speaks of her as a model of perfect grace 
and symmetry. She is tobe taken into the dry dock 
to be eoppered. 

The repairs and coppering of the Ohio are com- 
pleted, and she has been taken out of the dock to 
return to New York. 


Wisconsin capitol. The people of Wisconsin pro- 
pose erecting a very large and spacious capitol for 
the accommodation of the legislature and officers. 





had—the late venerable E. I. Dupont, and if even 
we would obliterate the revolutionary services of | 
Layfayette and Montgomery; if we could forget | 





'shed and cruel war in Canada says; 
‘of these hostilities is on the right bank of the St. 
“P- | Lawrence, and embraces the territory between 


; a ; “that river and the river Sorel, or Richelieu, or 
price. Butthatis not the case. It still remains | qp, 


how much our country has been indebted to for- | 


The New York American, speaking of the blood- 
“The theatre 





ambly—for by all these names it is known— 
which forms the outlet of Lake Champlain, and 


«We cannot think there is any deep root to this 
revolt, for there has been no such intolerable op- 
pressions of the Canadians as either to justify civil 
war, or render it enduring under disaster.” 


The army. The last number of the Army Chro- 
nicle contains the following notices: 

Promotion. William ‘Turnbull, captain topogra- | 
phical engineers, to be major by brevet, November | 
23, 1837, vice McNeill, resigned. | 

Appointment. Campbell Graham, first lieutenant | 
and brevet captain 3d artillery, to be captain by | 
brevet in the corps of topographical engineers, No- 
vember 23, 1837, vice Turnbull, promoted. | 

Resignations. Wm. Gibbs McNeill, major topo- | 
graphical engineers, November 23. | 

Jacob Ammen, first lieutenant, first artillery, No- | 
vember 30. | 


} 


A company has been incorporated in Illinois, for | 





the purpose of manufactoring beet sugar, oil from | 
the poppy, and the culture of silk. The capital of | 
the company is $200,000, with the privilege of | 
holding real estate to a certain extent. 


The edifice is to be built of stone of the following 
dimensions: one hundred and four feet long, and 
fifty four feet wide; the walls to be 30 feet high, 
above water table; first story 13 feet between joints; 


second story 16 feet between joints. 


Cotton monopoly. The Mississippians are making 
great efforts to command the cotton market. The 
Brandon banks of that state are making large ad- 
vances, some of their purchases being as high as 
134 cts. The ultimate object is to give the state 
a commercial position, less subordinate than that 
which she at present occupies in relation to New 
Orleans. 


Messrs. Buchanan and Emory, two of the com- 
missioners appointed by the state of Maryland to 
proceed to Europe for the purpose of negociating @ 
loan for the aid of internal improvements in that 
state, have returned without accomplishing the ob- 
ject of their mission. 


The Cleaveland and Pittsbugh rai! road is now 
nearly located to Warren, and ready to put under 
contract. From Warren to Pittsburgh, the line, it 
is thought, will be surveyed early in the spring, an¢ 
also be ready to put under contract. 


The Charleston Courier of the 27th ult. says that 
gen. Jesup was at Volusia; that the main body © 
the army was concentrated at fort Melon; and that 
the captive chief Coahajo was to act as guide to the 
army during the campaign. 


The affairs of the old state bank of Carolina, were 
closed at Raleigh the 27th ult. A division of 6 per 
cent. was awarded, and a fractional amount reserved 
to meet such notes as might be presented. 


A compliment. Dr. Charles Caldwell, professor 
in the Transylvanian University, has had sent rt 
him the diploma of inembership of the phrenologica 


society of Paris. 


The Columbus, (Mississippi), mail, lately rob- 
bed, has been found. The packages were broken 
open and rifled. The robber has as yet escaped. 
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